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MISSION STATEMENT 


It is the mission of The Whole Truth Magazine to provide the general constituency of the Church Of God 
In Christ with a quality publication which will edify, educate and empower. This will be accomplished through 
special features which include coverage of religious and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; 
profiles of COGIC members; and, literary contributions by COGIC members. The Whole Truth Magazine shall 
endeavor to effect greater unity within this denominational body of Christ by communicating the program and 
message of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth and resource of jour- 
nalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


YOUR COMMENTS ARE 
INVITED! 


The publisher, editor and staff of the magazine encourage talented writers to submit articles for publication. Letters to 
the editor are also encouraged. Your comments and suggestions for improvement will be appreciated. 


Questions concerning subscriptions and advertisements should be directed to Christie Taylor and Michael Davis at (800) 
451 - 6610. 
Articles can be submitted to: 
The Whole Truth Magazine 
P. O. Box 78613 
Nashville, TN 37207-8613 
Please print or type your submissions for publication. Not all submissions will be selected for publication. We regret, 
due to the volume of mail we receive, that we are unable to return photos. When submitting photos for publication, please 
send quality reprints (preferably color). 
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Dr. Robert M. Franklin 
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Dr. Robert Michael Franklin, Jr. 
has become the sixth president of 
the Interdenominational Theologi- 
cal Center (Atlanta, Georgia), of 
which Mason Theological Seminary 
is apart. It is more than fitting to 
note that during this observance of 


its theme: Travelin’ Shoes: 
Resources for Our Journey. On 
Wednesday and Friday of the cele- 
bration, symposiums were held fea- 
turing Innovations in African- 
American Worship, The Black 
Church and Youth At-Risk, and 
Church-Sponsored 
Comprehensive Com- 
munity Development 
as topics of discussion 
and debate. Thursday 
was the day of the cele- 
bration’s official Presi- 
dential Inauguration, 
held that morning at the 
Atlanta Civic Center, 
with an Inaugural Ban- 
quet following _ that 
evening at the Renais- 
sance Atlanta Hotel 
Concourse. The three- 
day affair also featured 
an around-the-clock 
prayer vigil. 


Coretta Scott King: Extols the virtues of 


both ITC and its new president 


100 years of COGIC history and 
ministry, Dr. Franklin is the first son 
of the Church of God in Christ to 
assume this role. 


The Inaugural Celebration, held 
October 8 -10 at Interdenomination- 
al Theological Center (ITC), held as 


Among the stellar 
aggregation of program participants 
representing the spheres of religion, 
education, commerce and civics 
were Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush, 
Chairman of the ITC Board of 
Trustees; Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
Founder of The King Center and 
wife of the late Civil Rights champi- 
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on, Dr. Martin Luther King; Mrs. 
Selma Richardson, the profound 
and stately 94 year old widow of 
ITC’s founding president, Dr. Harry 
V. Richardson; Bishop John Adams, 
Senior Bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church; Dr. 
Audrey Manley, President of Spel- 
man College; Dr. Walter Massey, 
President of Morehouse College; 
Ms. Ingrid Saunders Jones, Vice 
President - Corporate External 
Affairs for the Coca Cola Company; 
The Honorable William Campbell, 
Mayor of Atlanta; Mrs. Vernon 
Oliver Price, National Soloist for 
the Church of God in Christ; and, 
Dr. Jonathan Greer, Pastor of the 
Cathedral of Faith Church of God in 
Christ, Atlanta. 


Dr. Franklin has been called 
“,..one of the most poignant voices 
in the field of theological educa- 
tion..” He assumes the helm of this 
nation’s “...foremost center of his- 
torically African-American reli- 
gious training and graduate educa- 
tion.” A scholar, as well as an 
insightful educator and preacher, 
Dr. Franklin graduated from More- 
house College in 1975, majoring in 
political science and religion. His 
academic pursuits brought him to 
the University of Durham in Eng- 
land, followed by travels to North 


Continued on Page 10 
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A portion of the crowd at the ITC 
Presidential Inauguration Banquet. 


Africa and the Soviet Union. Upon 
his return to the United States, he 
enrolled in and graduated with a 
Master of Divinity Degree from 
Harvard Divinity School (1978). 
Dr. Franklin earned his Ph.D. from 
the University of Chicago (1985) 
where his major fields of study 
included social ethics, psychology 
and African-American religion. 
Serving as a faculty member at Har- 
vard and the University of Chicago 
divinity schools, Dr. Franklin also 
served on the faculty of the Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School and Can- 
dler School of Theology (Emory 
University) where he gained celebri- 
ty as its Director of Black Church 
Studies. Most recently, Dr. Franklin 
served as program officer at the Ford 
Foundation. 


ITC Chairman of the Board, Bishop R.L.H. Winbush 


and Mason Seminary’s Dean, Dr. O. J. Haney 


As a young adult, Dr. Franklin’s 
mentors included the late Bishop 
Louis Ford, Dr. Benjamin Mays, 
Reverend Andrew Young and 
Ambassador James Joseph. Howev- 
er, it is his maternal grandmother, 
Mother Martha McCann, whom he 
credits as “...the single-most influ- 
ential person in the shaping of his 
understanding of the vocation of a 
Christian disciple.” 


An accomplished author, 
Franklin’s widely acclaimed book, 
Liberating Visions: Human Fulfill- 
ment and Social Justice in African- 
American Thought , is now in its 
fifth printing. His newly published 
book, Another Day’s Journey: 
Black Churches Confronting the 
American Crisis urges “...an activist 


Christian commitment by African 
American and other churches to 
resolving America’s mounting 
social problems.” 

In addition to now serving as 
ITC’s president, Franklin is a board 
member of the Congress of National 
Black Churches, the Urban League 
of Atlanta and an advisory board 
member of the Children’s Defense 
Fund’s Black Church and Commu- 
nity Crusade, The Public Religion 
Project, Trinity School (Atlanta, 
GA), and Religion and Ethics News 
Weekly (broadcast on WNET, NY). 
Married to Dr. Cheryl Goffney 
Franklin, he is the father of three 
children: Imani, Robert IJ and 
Julian. He is the son of Robert and 
Ethel Lee Franklin. TWIT 
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More than 130 jurisdictional bishops across the 
nation, including Alaska, were convened in a personal 
one-on-one meeting called by the Presiding Bishop 
Chandler D. Owens to communicate vital information 
regarding the establishment of an endowment fund to 
ensure the stability and the perpetuation of the SAINTS 
ACADEMY AND COLLEGE at Lexington, 
Mississippi. Scores of Bishops responded with great 
enthusiasm and deep commitment to the call of the 
Chief Apostle. It was an Executive Meeting which 
saved air fares and hotel lodging costs. 


In this precedent-setting meeting, the telephone 
company indicated that it was perhaps the most unusual 
teleconference they had ever facilitated. In order to do 
so, the telephone company had to bring in extra help 
and overtime workers to accommodate this massive 
‘gathering’ of jurisdictional and episcopal leaders. It is 
noteworthy that this hi-tech conference took place dur- 
ing the year of the Centennial Celebration of the found- 
ing of the Church of God in Christ, held on September 9 
and 10, 1997, in Jackson and Lexington, Mississippi. 


The Bishops were in agreement regarding the need 
for any college or academy to have an endowment fund 


istoric Hi-tech 
teleconference 


and that it was long overdue for Saints. Hence, there 
was enthusiastic response in their willingness to con- 
tribute a minimum of $3,000 per Bishop - Bishop O. L. 
Meadows of Alabama and others even indicated $5,000 
- toward this worthy cause. 


Yes, Tuesday, August 19, 1997, at 12 midnight, will 
go down in the annals of COGIC history when the tele- 
phones of the Bishops of the Church of God in Christ 
across America, including Alaska, rang for a personal 
conference with the Presiding Bishop. Their response 
and generosity will ensure that future generations will 
rise up and call them blessed! 


The teleconference closed with all the Bishops par- 
ticipating in fervent intercessory prayer (led by Bishop 
D. L. Lindsey of Little Rock, Arkansas) for the saints 
and the leadership of our great church. Certainly, the 
power and presence of the Holy Ghost was felt by all. It 
was another forward innovative thrust of “Vision 2000 
and Beyond.” 


Submitted by: Bishop P. A. Brooks 
(General Board Secretary) 


Tw 
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| Know what you believe 


and why you believe it, 


with this revolutionary 
New Release from 

| Secretary and General 

Board Member, 


| BISHOP P. A. BROOKS 
Bishop P. A. Brooks 


SECRETARY 


Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Lae 
Bishop W. W. Hamilton 


It is with the joy of the Lord that I greet you as we look forward to our Centennial Celebration at the 90th 
Holy Convocation! I am personally expecting a move of the Holy Spirit in an unusual and miraculous 
way! I encourage each of you to come expecting to enjoy the presence of the Lord. Presiding Bishop 
Chandler David Owens and I invite you to join us in our celebration of the establishment of our church. 


For those of you who are delegates to the General Assembly, here are a few 
instructions and announcements: 
¢ Obtain a Certificate of Election from your Jurisdictional Secretary 


¢ Obtain your 1997/1998 Credential Identification Card, also from 
your Jurisdictional Secretary 


¢ Please be prepared to present both of these items at registration 


along with your $12 registration fee 


e Please note that our registration hours for the 1997 Holy Convocation 
will be as follows: 


Monday, November 3 
6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 


Tuesday, November 4 
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 


| Wednesday, November 5 
| 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 


Thursday, November 6 
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM to 
10:00 PM 
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There was MUSIC... 
By Scott A. Bradley 


About 50 American delegates 
from COGIC traveled to Cape 
Town, South Africa to participate in 
the historic first, All-African World 
Conference September 22-27th. 
The Conference was attended by 
persons representing 19 different 
countries. There has been mounting 
interest in the evangelism of Africa 
and many African churches are 
becoming a part of the COGIC. 


The Conference was spearhead- 
ed by Elder J. W. Denny, Vice 
President of Home and Foreign 
Missions and the originator of the 


adersinip C gmference 


Conference’s theme Jesus Must 
Needs Go Through Africa (John 
4:4). “In the former system of 
Apartheid, the government catego- 
rized its citizens by color: whites, 
blacks, coloreds, and indians. This 
system is still in the the minds of 
many people today. One of our pur- 
poses is to break down that mentali- 
ty so we can worship as one,” said 
Elder Denny. 


Among those who spoke during 
the evening services were National 
Supervisor of Women, Mother W. 
M. Rivers and General Board mem- 


COGIC leaders with Bishop Desmond Tut) (Cer 


ber, Bishop R. L. Winbush. 
Attendance numbered in the vicini- 
ty of 1000 per night and the people 
heard first-hand the musical talents 
of gospel saxophonist, Vernard 
Johnson and keyboard specialist, 
Elder Carlis Moody, Jr. Elder 
Moody also formed an All-African 
choir who blessed the hearts of the 
people during the conference. 

Classes were held in the confer- 
ence center during the day and pas- 
tors from around the world heard 
some of the finest teachers of the 
church. Topics covered were Praise 
and Worship (Dr. Bobby 
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Sunday School 


Henderson), 
(International Sunday School 
President, Supt. Jerry Macklin), 
Confronting False Religions, and 
the Role that Africa and Africans 
Played in the Part of God’s Divine 
Plan (Elder Scott Bradley) along 
with a host of other subjects. 
Classes were held in succession 
from 9:00AM until 2:00PM daily 
and had tremendous impact. Most 
of the attendees were newly 
appointed pastors. They expressed 
how much of the information, that 
we sometimes take for granted, was 
new and exciting to them, especially 


THE WHOLE TRUTH NoOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1997 


to those who came from areas 
where the opportunities to hear 
such teaching are rare. 


Sandra Parker, originally from 
the United States and who now 
resides in Johannesburg, sponsored 
a special banquet. Among her 
guests was the Mayor of Cape 
Town.. Sister Parker was also 
responsible for organizing the dele- 
gation who met Bishop Desmond 
TuTu. 


Bishop R. L. Winbush also led a 
delegation to one of the many shan- 
tytowns of the South African city. 
Many of the inhabitants live in 
small, hand-constructed homes of 
tin, wood or cardboard. In spite of 
their material poverty, these people 


Wide 
\ vt Why 
\ Se 


And great worship... 


were proud of their accomplish- 
ments. Many were extraordinarily 
|talented. One woman we encoun- 
tered made beautiful dresses in her 
home without the benefit of any pat- 
terns. Some of the saints made pur- 
chases from her. 


Woe Conference helped 
strengthen the COGIC presence in 
the continent of Africa. Missions 
President, Bishop Carlis Moody, 
Sr., along with Bishop Winbush, 
met with approximately 50 pastors. 
Some had already joined the 
COGIC and others were consider- 
ing doing the same. Currently, the 
COGIC’s membership boasts about 
8 million members internationally 
and is among the fastest growing 
churches in the world. ft hoe 

rat 
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New Leadership, New Ideas In 
National Public Relations Depart- 
ment 


The National Public Relations 
Department, responsible for shap- 
ing and promoting the image of the 
Church of God in Christ, has made a 
change in leadership. The new 
national director of the Public Rela- 
tions Department is Pastor Brandon 
B. Porter of Memphis, TN. Elder 
Porter is no stranger to the duties 
needed to fulfill the mission of this 
national office since he assisted his 
father, Bishop W.L. Porter, Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) in serving 
as Director of National Public Rela- 
tions for almost 30 years. 


The development of his leader- 
ship abilities can be traced to his 
early life when, after graduating 
from Memphis State University he 
accepted his first pastorate at age 
22. In addition to pastoring for over 
16 years, Elder Brandon Porter has 
ventured into various telecommuni- 
cation and marketing opportunities. 
While pastoring Greater Victory 
Temple in Jackson, TN, in the early 
80’s, he started his radio and televi- 
sion ministries. 


Then in 1991, Elder Porter, 
along with his lovely wife, Melody, 
became the leaders of the church his 
father founded in 1972, Greater 
Community Temple Church of God 
in Christ in the North Memphis 


area. Since that time, he has gained 
notoriety and respect in the commu- 
nity as one of the Mid-South’s pre- 
mier television ministers. Also as 
president of New Musical Con- 
cepts, producer and distributor of 
the video, “Learn How To Play 
Gospel Music”, he has gained 
expertise in dealing with major 
radio, TV, and print mediums such 
as Jet, Charisma, and BET; thus 
earning him the title of Marketing 
Specialist. 


In addition to being a District 
Superintendent, Administrative 
Assistant to Bishop Porter -Central 
Jurisdiction Prelate, and the Direc- 
tor of Marketing for The Whole 
Truth Magazine, Porter serves as 
Executive Producer and Co-host of 
the “Official Television Guide of the 
Convocation: The Convocation 
Update”, which airs nightly during 
the Convocation on the CBS and 
FOX affiliates in Memphis. This 
informative show - in its 4th year - is 
the official “window” through 
which the Saints are kept abreast of 
the convention’s events. The Con- 
vocation Update also allows resi- 
dents throughout Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi to get a 
closer look into the Holy Convoca- 
tion. 


Elder Porter brings experience 
and knowledge to his new post, and 
although this is his first Holy Con- 
vocation as National Public Rela- 


New Leadership, 
New Ideas in 

4 National Public 

Relations Department 


Claudette Mabone 


tions Director, he is already exhibit- 
ing great promise. This year, Elder 
Porter, along with his national assis- 
tant, Claudette Mabone, Public 
Relations Director of the Central 
Georgia Jurisdiction, is carrying out 
a special charge from Bishop C.D. 
Owens called “Christmas In 
November." This outreach project, 
will allow the Church of God in 
Christ to collectively clothe, feed 
and touch thousands of parents and 
children throughout various Mem- 
phis communities during the 90th 
Holy Convocation. 


This celebrated outreach will 
not only provide the citizens of 
Memphis with food, clothes and 
toys, but will also conduct a city- 
wide prayer campaign where thou- 
sands of saints will go door-to-door 
and pray with residents. 


The schedule for “Christmas In 
November” is as follows: Thurs- 
day, November 6th, 2:30 p.m. at 
Mason Temple there will be a meet- 
ing for Prayer Warriors to prepare 
for the outreach, and the youth will 
be involved in a special gift wrap- 
ping of toys. On Saturday, Novem- 
ber 8th at 10 a.m. the food, clothes 
and toy giveaway will take place 
under the Big Gospel Tent behind 
the Chisca Hotel (272 S. Main at 
Linden). All are welcome to attend. 
For more information on upcoming 
national public relations events call 


(901) 527-8181. TwT 
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TOUCHING THOUSANDS THROUGH 


e House To House Prayer e Providing Clothing 
e Feeding the Hungry © Giving toys & games 
e Healing the wounded e Building up the Kingdom 


An outreach vision of Bishop C.D. Qwens concerning the 
City of Memphis and Mid-South Community, taking not 
only the word, but the works of the saints into the 
highways and hedges. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 6TH 
e Gathering of 3,000 saints for House to House prayer throughout the City 


SATURDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 8TH 
(BIG TENT SERVICE) 


e sau of food, clothing & toys to thousands of needy families. 
e Powertul ministry through music, testimony & Christian witness. 


For More Information, Contact THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
901-527-8181 OR 1-800-451-6610 


P.O. Box 3364 
Memphis, TN ¢ 38173-0364 Relics 


Phone# 


Make Checks payable to: The Church of God In Christ 
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COGIC’s Parental Involvement and Tutorial Program has had an exciting twelve months. Organized in April 
1996 as a National Education program, this initiative encourages parents to become more involved in their chil- 
dren’s formal education. An integral part of Bishop C. D. Owens’ Vision 2000 Projections, Phase One of the pro- 
gram has been to motivate parental involvement and identify youth whose academic skills may be under-devel- 
oped or undiscovered. 


Dr. Claudia Wells-Hamilton 


The director, Dr. Claudia Wells-Hamilton, has been contacting leaders in all jurisdictions of the Church of God 
in Christ and has had positive results. She has successfully established programs in Georgia, Michigan, New York, 
Ohio, Tennessee and Virginia. Leaders in the above named areas (where programs are now organized) include 
Bishops C. D. Owens, C. L. Anderson, P. A. Brooks, J. H. Sheard, Earl Wright, William James, Leroy Anderson, 
and Samuel Green. 

One of the initial efforts of the involvement plan is to prompt the parents to participate in their children’s 
schools’ activities as volunteers. Volunteers are encouraged to establish high profiles in the schools by performing 
volunteer hall or cafeteria duties, classroom or office aid; or perhaps by participating in special event and field trips 
as chaperones; or as officers in parent-teacher associations. Statistics reveal that parents’ presence in school activ- 
ities result in students’ improved academic achievement and classroom behavior. 

The aforementioned bishops have appointed the following as jurisdictional coordinators for the Parent 
Involvement Program. Mrs. Mary Kellem (Michigan, Great Lakes); Mrs. Mabel Smith (Ohio North-First); Dr. 
Bridget Woods (Michigan Southwest-First); Dr. June Green-Rivers (Michigan Southwest-Second); Mrs. Lucretia 
Herring (New York, Western First). 


Special accolades should be given to the following involved parents; 
Harris Memorial Church of God in Christ, Flint Michigan 
Supt. Walter Bogan, Pastor 


Mrs. Sandra Simmons . Mrs. Connette Long 

Mrs. L. Nelson Mrs. Tramella Willingham 
Mrs. Denine Williams Mrs. Tammy Norman 

Mrs. Carleen Barge Mrs. Doris Tolbert 

Mrs. Sharon Stone Mr. Sidney Marshall 

Mrs. Lenice Hall Mrs. Sheila Gildersleeve 


Mrs. Kenya Perkins 


Greater Love Tabernacle Church of God in Christ, Detroit, Michigan 
Elder Clifford Dunlap, Pastor 


Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Allen Mr. & Mrs. Joe Alston 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Brown Mr. & Mrs. James Davis 
Ms. Ethel Dooley Mr. & Mrs. Steven Duncan 


Continued on page 24 


2 THE WHOLE TRUTH NovVEMBER/DECEMBER 1997 


Cathedral 
| CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
| WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 
Lenatebed nt datial aod 
perior construction and 
hen your church selects a sign produced and delivered by 
-M. rporation, your satisfaction is guaranteed. 
| | aie town Mel Seva ee | CULO” 
___ for over 40 years. He and his [juss =a #~=a.20. year warranty 
company have my complete (7A {Ze | - . Aa 
_  sCCOnfidence. Lhighiy | a | 
recommend them in every | -_ ~~ oe | ° ° 
regard. They can be trusted.” Ji <i | Free design service 
Bishop Ithiel Clemmons : ‘ 
General Board Member Variety of signs for every 
Church of Ged in Christ F 
church’s budget | 
cme OZ OO Sees élebration/// 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST | ‘ co : 
ae al Stop by andView our multi sign display 
ANMUAL BROTHERS ORY | : 
eg Cook County Convention Center 
| : — Booth Location 
GRAND LOBBY 
(North End Escalators) 


For additional information on J.M. Stewart Church Signs 
call 1-800-237-3928 (TRUTH 97) 


cardiovascular disease! 


Numerous studies suggest that cardiovascular 
disease is preventable. In fact, the choices you 
make every day can contribute to the disease 
OR help put you at a lower risk! Find out how 
you can help protect yourself against the 
dangers of a heart attack! 


For More DETAIL INFORMATION CALL (888) 718-2100 


You don’t randomly develop 


VISION 2000 Update: Parent- Involvement & Tutorial Expands 


Ms. Janeicer Chenault 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Dunlap 
Ms. Cheryl Heath 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hunt 

Mr. & Mrs. James Mingo 
Mr. & Mrs. Willie Robinson 
Ms. Vivian Samuel 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Turner 
Ms. Bonnie Bradley 

Mrs. Joyce Sims 


Mrs. Mabel Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. William Lucas 
Elder Jessie Hicks 

Ms. Toni Tindall 

Ms. Myra V. Trail 

Ms. Jannie R. Williams 
Mrs. Tracie Mangum 
Ms. Regina A. Newton 
Ms. Nadine Banks 

Ms. Denise Carr 

Mrs. Barbara Rome 

Ms. Dorothy Strode 

Ms. Betty DuPree 

Ms. Josie Johnson 

Ms. Debra Settles 

Elder G. Frank Sherman 
Ms. Bernice Lanier 


Mr. & Mrs. Julius Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Fuller 
Elder & Mrs. Keith Hill 
Ms. Angela Lewis 

Ms. Sheila Rimson 

Ms. Cynthia Sabbath 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Spencer 
Ms. Jacqueline Thompson 
Ms. Judy Wood 

Mrs. Jacqui Fridge 

Ms. Nina Thomas 


St. James Church of God in Christ, Toledo Ohio 


Bishop William Morgan James, Pastor 


Ms. Nadine Banks 

Mr. & Mrs. Claude McFall 
Mrs. Joyce S. Turner 

Mr. & Mrs. Van Thomas 
Ms. Mary Wilkins 

Ms. Tiffonee Young 

Lou A. MsClain 

Mr. Marty Lee 

Ms. Donna J. Burrell 

Ms. Arritha J. Coleman 
Ms. Jackie Sullivan 

Mrs. Glenda Walton Porter 
Ms. Geralint Fair 
Evangelist Thelma J. Rome 
Ms. Linda Jones 

Ms. Linda Mosley 

Ms. Colia Harris 


A grand march with the assistance of Mrs. Frances Flagg, Mrs. Ruth Willis, Mrs. Ruth Stanton and Mrs. 
Leslie Peterson (Tennessee Headquarters) was held at COGIC’s 89th National Convocation in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Mrs. Wells-Hamilton, made presentations during the Convocation. She also served as presenter on the 
topic “Re-evaluating Bridging the Generation Gap”, at the International Women’s Convention, Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania this past May. 
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b CHurcn oF Gop IN CHRIST 


CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF FAITHFUL 
MINISTRY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST 


“To you, Presiding Bishop Chandler D. Owens, General Board 
Members, Mother F. M. Rivers, National and Jurisdictional 
Leaders, and Delegates: what w wonderful privilege and honor 
it is to be apart of our 100- Year Centennial Celebration,’ 
Bishop Owens, we salute and encourage you to continue 

in God's grace and faithfulness as you lead us 

into the year 2000.” 


BISHOP P.H. PORTER 

Chairman of the Board, Promise Keepers 
Senior Pastor, All Nations Pentecostal Center 
Church of God in Christ, Aurora Colorado 
Jurisdictional Prelate of Montana 


aie KEEPERS APPRECIATES ITS ASSOCIATION WITH 
THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST. WE DESIRE TO SERVE BISHOP KINSEY 
AND THE Men of Distinction as THEY WORK TOWARDS BUILDING 


STRONG MEN’S MINISTRIES IN THEIR CHURCHES. 


“DEAR FRIENDS, NOW WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, AND 
WHAT WE WILL BE HAS NOT YET BEEN MADE KNOWN...”’ 


— | JOHN 3:2 


PROMISE 


MEN OF INTEGRITY 


® 


P.O. Box 103001, Denver, Colorado 80250-3001 © 1-800-888-7595 ¢ www.promisekeepers.org 
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Beatrice Booker and Guyanese work together to make 
steel reinforcement for the church columns 


The (Y.0.A.M.) team, led by 
the very capable Dr. June Rivers, 
her husband Chuck Rivers, and their 
seven year old daughter Carla 
Rivers, traveled to Georgetown, 
Guyana, this year. The Y.O.A.M. 
team arrived in Georgetown, 
Guyana on July 7th, and found a sit- 
uation that was reminiscent to that 
of American Blacks in the United 
States before the civil rights move- 
ment of the sixties. For, although, 
Blacks are reported to be the major- 
ity population, it is the East Indian 
minority which is obviously the 'pro 
class’. Although their hearts were 
saddened and their eyes tearful 
because of the living conditions and 
the quality of life that they saw in 
Guyana, the Y.O.A.M. team mem- 
bers were able to rejoice once more 
upon meeting the saints in 
Georgetown. Inspite of their cir- 
cumstances and conditions, the 
saints there were found praying, 
praising God and lifting up the 
name of Jesus. It had been years 
since the C.O.G.LC. had visited the 
saints in Guyana, but the Church, 
under the leadership of Pastor E. 
Garner, assisted by Pastor E. Cole 
and faithful and fiery young men 
like pastors Timothy Norton, 
Rodwell McClean, and Arlington 
Bell, was marching on. 
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The '97 Y.O.A.M. team was 
received graciously by the pastors 
and their congregations in the areas 
of Golden Grove, West Ruinvelt, 
and Vigilance (Buxton). The team 
was divided into three groups and 
worshipped with the saints nightly 
in the three different locations. All 
members of the team ministered 
'The Word’, gave testimonies, words 
of exhortation and ministered to the 
saints through songs and praises. 
This year's team was also blessed to 
have its own string ensemble. The 
ensemble was composed of Dr. 
Constance Price (Michigan) and her 
children; Raphael and Charis Price. 
The Prices blessed the saints’ hearts 
nightly with melodious music from 
their violins and cello. The nightly 
services always ended with an altar 
call. Men, women, boys and girls 
answered the call as the American 
and Guyanese saints ministered 
together, under the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost, many souls were saved, 
devils cast out, and sick bodies 
healed. Part one of this mission had 
been accomplished. 


The second phase of the 
Y.0.A.M. 1997 mission was to help 
build a new C.O.G.I.C. complex in 
Guyana. The Guyanese were very 
excited about this project, since 


some of the six congregations there 
could not even afford to pay rent for 
a place to worship. In the very hot 
tropical Guyanese climate, there are 
no air conditioners in the churches 
and no window panes, so church 
goers are sumptuous feast for the 
mosquitoes. Although. the building 
project was not completed when the 
Y.O.A.M. team left Guyana, they 
were able to see some of the fruit of 
their labor. The foundation for the 
church's sanctuary and _ balcony 
were laid and the west wall of the 
church was intact. The "Y.O.A.M. 
'97" team left with the assurance 
that this project would be finished in 
the near future and took pleasure in 
knowing that our Guyanese brothers 
and sisters would have their very 
own worship facility with four 
walls, windows and indoor plumb- 


ing. 


During the second week of the 
Guyana '97 mission trip, the 
Y.O.A.M. team divided its forces. 
The men continued to go to the 
church work site, while the women 
held vacation bible school and 
women’s seminars at the three 
church locations. They not only 
shared Jesus, but also shared with 
them large quantities of new cloth- 
ing, toys, tambourines, Bibles, 


THE WHOLE TRUTH NovVEMBER/DECEMBER 1997 


| CHURCH OF Gop IN CHRIST | 


a 401 S. IVEY LANE * ORLANDO, FL 32811 ¢ (407) 295-9190 * HTTP://WWW.ORLANDOICOGIC.ORG | 


i : . : _ : a —_— { aan” i : s 
ro a i \ -| a i iy N 
a NANG aA at t ait mm 4 \ ‘is i a i 


HG " Kt oF A Nae “a ‘ | 
ae ae ‘i i A iy ' i 
at \ ila 
ri (i ge 
a i 
ce 


a 
( 
MN 


. 

«a | 
i Mm . i i | 
NN se i» NY : i 
Oe " 


BAN hs 1 y \ 


ayeeaitl 


int 


senso . oe oni uA ‘ a 
Aeros ReNNA AEN ROAR NG ANNA i 
a | ee a 
\ Ml, Pa 
chs HN HhsNNANEAD PRENATAL ERAN sal 
x ‘ { . TL cin | i 
anal " Ih AHN \ ' \ A 
i m. My, \ m ANG 
was \ ; i if i * a A \ | 
q ‘ \ SANNA RAR A 
5 = = oy 
INTERIOR VIEW OF SANCTUARY 


SCHEDULE OF SERVICES a 


10:00 a.m. Seniors’ Ministry 


Tuesday 
12:00 p.m. Mid-Day Prayer 


Pastoral Teaching 
Youth Quake 
Bible Enrichment Institute 


T2000 
7:30 p.m. 
7230 peme 


Friday 


9:30 a.m. 


Sunday 


9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
IEEOXO) ehaaale 
7:00 p.m. 


Sunday School 

New Member’s Orientation 
Morning Worship 
Children’s Church 
Evening Worship 


“PRAISE TIME” TELECAST . | 
Sundays and Tuesdays  8:00a.m. Channel 7 WO7BZ a | 
Thursdays 7:30 p.m. Channel 55 WACX Le | 


RADIO BROADCAST ae 


S Mon ¢ Wed ° Fri 7:45 a.m. 1600 AM WOKB Radio 


a Pastor Sundays 10:15a.m. 1600 AM WOKB Radio 


V.B.S. supplies, toiletries and many 
other gifts, some of which were 
donated by families, friends and 
churches in the United States. The 
pastors were ecstatic at receiving 
copies of the C.O.G.I.C. handbook 
for the first time, along with numer- 
ous copies of Dr. Faye Ellis Butler's 
book "Called To Be A Saint", which 
she donated to each Guyanese con- 
gregation. 


The climax and the highlight of 
the Y.O.A.M. '97 trip was the "CRU- 
SADE’ which was held on July 17th 
at the convention center of the 
Oceanview Hotel. The meeting was 
well attended. This was the first 
time that the C.O.G.I.C. in Guyana 
had come together as one body and 
the pastors and their members were 
completely exhilarated. The cru- 
sade ended with the American and 
Guyanese Saints dancing, laughing, 
crying and praising the Lord togeth- 
er, as they said their good-byes. The 
'97 Y.O.A.M. team had touched the 
lives of others, and they had also 
been touched. They still realized, 
however, that inspite of the souls 
that were saved and the seeds of 
righteousness that were planted in 
Guyana, that they had o 
a | WOE Re: 


Y.O.A.M. team members 


dent in the surface of lost humanity; 
for....""The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few; pray...the 
Lord ...will send forth labourers 
into His harvest" (Matt.9:37). The 
team returned to the United States 


Youth on A Mission Guyana 


nly made a 


on July 18, 1997, 
after a very fruit- 
ful mission trip. 


The team 
thanks God, 
Bishopey Ca see, 
Moody, and the 
CO:G-.G, for & 
this opportunity to 
serve. A special 
thanks to Elder 
Jerry Macklin and 


Team members preparing for Church 


Beatrice Booker and Carla Rivers (7years old) putting mor- 
tar between bricks with trowel 


Funds are yet needed to complete 
the church building project, pur- 
chase land and/or buildings for the 
other pastors. Contributions ear- 
marked for 'Guyana' may be sent to 
the Department Of Missions, P.O. 
Box 320 Memphis, Tennessee 
38101. 


For info for the trip to Cuba in 
1998, please contact: 

June Rivers at: (313) 342-6885 

5821 Outer Drive - West 

Detroit, Michigan 48235. 


the A.I.M. Executive Committees 
for their generous contributions 
totaling $15,000.00 which was used 


By Judy Looney, Memphis, 
Tennessee, 1997 Y.O.A.M. Team 
Member to Guyana 


to purchase the land and materials 
needed to start building the church. 
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This book is your personal map to 
your promised destination. In the 
Bible, great men and women of God 
set out to obtain the unobtainable by 
following God’s instructions with 
unquestioning faith, refusing to be 
defeated. In My Faith Is Taking Me 
Someplace, Andrew Merritt studies 
the lives of those who learned how 
faith works - people of God who 
found that faith has a destination, faith 
is determined, and faith is persistent. 


If your faith isn’t taking you some- 
place, it needs to be reactivated. 
When you truly believe God can do 
the impossible-and that He is willing 
to do so-you can learn to overcome 
fear, knowing that God is always in 
control. He is taking you out of the 
mess and into your promise! 


“This book is a compass in the hands of people who have a directional pull into the purpose and destiny 
of God. I have watched this message incubate in Bishop Merritt’s heart, and I have seen the fruit of it evi- 


denced in his life.” 


e T.D. Jakes, Pastor, The Potter’s House, Dallas, Texas 


“This is a remarkable book that will show you the power of walking in faith in every situation. I believe 
every Christian who feels the manifestation of their miracle has been delayed or detoured should read 


this book.” 
°e Rod Parsley, Pastor, World Harvest Church, Columbus, Ohio 


“This is the book we’ve been waiting for. Andrew Merritt literally gives us the keys to our future and 
shows us how to get on the right road NOW! You will be blessed.” 


e Paul S. Morton, Presiding Bishop, Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship 


New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Our Services 


SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:30am. 
New Members Class 9:30am. |, 
‘Moming Worship 11:00am. | 


| Evening Worship = 5:30p.m. 
| TUESDAY 
| Reacling Class 7:00p.m. 
| WEDNESDAY 
| Christian Education 7:00p.m. 
Fonuch hol God in Chst oe eae 
“P.O, Box 181 511 Rosa Street: Picayune, MS * 39466 | 


Choir Rehearsal 7:00p.m. nel 
Church: 601-798-0230 « Fax: 601-799-5996 S ATURDAY P Elder David Simmons 


Drill Team Practice  10:00a.m and Sis. Frances Simmons 


Congratulations hee sae 


Presicng Bishop | QUARTERLY AE, 
CHANDLER he 100% Communion and 
GRAND _ Feet Washin 
CHURCH OF COD INCHRST 7 Year, 7 : 
Ceneral Supervisor OEY, SPRING/SUVIVER QUARTERS 
MOTHER WILLIE MAE RIVERS Baptismal Services Church of God in Christ 


The Quaker Oats Company 
is proud to be a Sponsor of 
The 1997 Memphis Corporate Salute 
To The Church of God in Christ 
on its Centenntial Anniversary 


QUAKER 


We value the opportunity to work with 
Minority Business Enterprise firms 
as part of our Commitment 
to Supplier Diversity 
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tradition 
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vanilla 
muffins Ye 
wereon © 
the menu 
when your 
srandma was 
ereniit 
1927, and 
eon Benny 
Goodman played i in the 
Skyway i in ‘41. They’re on the 
menu today. The ihe still 
parade to the fountain daily, 
and if Elvis does ever show 
up again, it'll be right here. 


Irreplaceable traditions that 
have made The Peabody the 
South’s Grand Hotel for 127 
years never change. We build 
on those traditions every day 
to keep j just walking into The 
eles lobby a memorable 


experience. 


Always unforgettable ; 
call 1-800-PEABODY. 


Sf edsiil 


Lez 
149 Union Avenue . Memphis, TN 38103 
901-529-4000 


q 
Frereeen. 
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Casuals 
Careerwear 
Foundations 
Accessories 
and more in 


Sizes 16W-34W 
and 16WP-34WP 


Se 
Five Memphis locations: 
64 S. Main St. 527-6436 
541 Perkins Ext. 685-0746 
4279 Hwy. 51 S. 398-0064 
3427 Austin Peay 388-5340 
5959 Winchester 795-5358 


LT PMAY A lage Ail WUHOAML 


CATHERINE’S 


. 


ae, & MRS 


THE WHOLE TRUTH NoVEMBER/DECEMBER 1997 


GiasTt SPEAKER, SUPT. RICHARD WHITE 
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Church of God in Christ 
285 South Main Street 
Memphis, TN 38107 


(901) 578-3803 Fax (901) 525-4001 


C.0.G.LC. AUTHORS!!! 


ITEM PRICE TOTAL 
C. H. MASON & THE ROOTS OF THE COGIC $19.95 

BISHOP ITHIEL CLEMMONS 

PREACHING COGIC STYLE $10.00 

SERMONS BY THE BEST COGIC PREACHERS 

BETTER THAN I WAS $9.95 

EVANGELIST FRANCES BURNETTE KELLEY 


NEW BELIEVERS STUDY GUIDE $10.00 
ELDER ROBERT ROBINSON 


CHURCH ADMINISTRATION & ORGANIZATION $20.00 
DR. MALCOM COLBY 
WHAT IT MEANS TO PRAY THROUGH $6.95 
MOTHER E. J. DABNEY 
CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE $3.25 
BISHOP GEORGE MCKINNEY 
NO COD ORDERS! INCLUDE SHIPPING CHARGES! | TOTAL Re ow eran 
STREET ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER REQUIRED | SHIPPING 
ON CHECKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES: ORDER TOTAL 
$5.00 FOR THE FIRST BOOK AND $1.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK. 


ALL ORDERS SHIPPED VIA UNITED PARCEL SERVICE. 
CHECK HERE FOR U. S. POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY 


SHIP TO: 
NAME 


STREET ADDRESS 
CITY 
DAYTIME PHONE ( ) 


CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD # EXP 


SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR ALL CREDIT CARD SALES 
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57701 : | 


R aid City, Sout 
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The COGIC’s year long cele- 
bration of 100 years of ministry 
culminated during the annual 
observance of Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason’s birthday, 
September 9 - 11. The events that 
commemorated Bishop Mason and 
the organization he founded in 
1897 ranged from a parade in 
Lexington to the unveiling of the 
sign that converted a section of 
Highway 17 into Charles Harrison 
Mason Memorial Highway. 


Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush, of 
Louisiana, has served as Chairman 
of the Centennial Commission all 
year long. Pastor James “Jack” 
Whitehead, of Detroit, Michigan, 
served as Chairman of the 
Founder’s Week Planning 
Committee. He reminded the thou- 
sands who gathered in Jackson and 
Lexington, Mississippi, _ that 
“...Memphis is (our) headquarters, 
but Lexington was our birthplace.” 
Bishop Winbush propounded to the 
celebrants and the on-lookers that 
Bishop Mason’s legacy, which 
began in Lexington, Mississippi, 
has impacted the whole nation. 

The Centennial Celebration 
was a two-day event that began on 
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Tuesday, September 9th at the 
Mississippi Coliseum in Jackson. 
The local media estimated that 
more than 9,000 church members 
were there to enjoy the music and 
preaching and proclamations that 
underscored the remarkable growth 
and achievements of the Church of 
God in Christ, which estimates its 
worldwide membership to be 
between six to eight million people. 
Music was provided by renowned 
gospel artists such as Evangelist 
Dorinda Clark-Cole, Reverend 
Timothy Wright, Madame LuVonia 
Whitley, O’Landa Draper among 
others, and hundreds of COGIC 
members from Mississippi and her 
bordering states’ jurisdictions. 


The delegates at the opening 
session were addressed by Bishop 
O. L. Meadows of Birmingham, 
Alabama. Presiding Bishop C. D. 
Owens bestowed the honor of giv- 
ing the final address to fellow 
General Board member, Bishop 
Levi Willis of Norfolk, Virginia. 


The aforementioned parade 
featured cars and floats and the 
marching bands from three histori- 
cally black Mississippi universities: 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
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The first COGIC Church is located in Le xingto 


headquarters, but Lexington is our birthp lace.” 


Jackson State, Mississippi Valley 
State and Alcorn State. Their musi- 
cal selections ran the gamut from 
traditional hymns such as Amazing 
Grace to Stomp by contemporary 
gospel artist Kirk Franklin. 


An inspiring but sobering expe- 
rience, for many of those present 
during this once in a lifetime festi- 
val, was the visit to the jail where 
Bishop C.H. Mason had been 
unjustly imprisoned. He had been 
miraculously released when a pow- 
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\xington. “Memphis is our 


High’ way 17 in Lexington was transformed.... 


eee 


erful windstorm hit the city of 
Lexington, convincing city officials 
that Mason was a man of God. 


The Highway Sign Unveiling 
Ceremony took place on 
Wednesday, September 10. The 
Honorable Kirk Fordice, Governor 
of Mississippi, Congressman 
Robert Clark, Speaker Pro 
Tempore of the Mississippi House 
of Representatives, and Senator 
David Jordan of the 24th District 
(Holmes, Leflore and Tallahatchie 


Founder S Week Faeries were Ame feta at he 


Deborah Mason Patterson Hall on “Holy Hill.” 


Counties) were on hand to give 
greetings and officially bestow this 
posthumous honor to the life and 
legacy of Bishop Mason. 


Serving with superintendent 
Whitehead on the 
Founder’s Week 
Bea cucalntuiavac 
Committee were 
Vice-Chairmen 
Elder Larry 
Weems (Jackson, 
MS) and _ Dr. 
DP ch f= “Caeey, 
Washington 
(Lexington, MS); 
Dr. Oliver Haney 
(Program and 


Clark-Cole (Music Coordinator); 
and, Dr. Vernard Johnson (Parade 
Assistant). Bishops T.T. Scott 
(North Mississippi), Hollis 


Musgrove (Mississippi Southern 
First) and A. V. Jordan (Mississippi 


Convention Site BiG TA Afacrcon and Elder Jack Whitehead 


Coordinator); 

Evangelist LuVonia Whitley 
(Music Coordinator and Director); 
Elder R. Randel (Special 
Assistant); Elder 


Percy Dean (Public Relations); 
Elder Timothy Wright (Music 
Coordinator); Evangelist Dorinda 


Southern Second) served as 
Honorary Chairpersons of Local 
Committees. 


Additional members of the General 
Board participating in the historic 
celebration were Bishops Samuel 
Green, G. E. Patterson, J. Neaul 
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Haynes, C. L. Anderson, P.A. 
Brooks, Ithiel Clemmons and C.E. 
Blake. The National Church Offi- 
cers, Departments and Auxiliaries 
were well- represented by Bishop 
W. W. Hamilton (General Secre- 
tary), Supt. Jerry Macklin (Interna- 
tional Sunday School President), 
Elder J. Drew Sheard (YPWW 
President) Elder Richard White 
(Evangelism President), Bishop 
Carlis Moody (Missions Presi- 
dent), Sister Deborah Thomas 
(YPWW Field Representative), 
Sister Bettye R. Nelson (Vice-Pres- 
ident, Music Department), Sister 
Gloria Smith (Sunday School Field 
Representative) and Elder Milton 
Oliver (Evangelism Vice-Presi- 
dent). 


me eo me i 
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Part of the crowd at the Coliseum. 
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Jerry and Eliza Mason were 
quite ecstatic on that particular 
Sabbath day: Saturday, September 
8, 1866. They witnessed an 
increase in their family as a new- 
born male child was welcomed into 
this world. Jerry and Eliza decided 
to name the baby boy Charles 
Harrison. Both parents, people of 
strong Christian faith, were mem- 
bers of a Missionary Baptist Church 
not too far from their residence on 
Prior Farm near Memphis, 
Tennessee. Eliza Mason, a woman 
of especially firm faith often pray 
that her small son, "Charlie," might 
be converted early in life. And it is 
said that young Charles would join 
in with her --- asking God to give 
him the kind of religion that his par- 
ents possessed. 


g 


It would seem that these prayers 
were heard for even as a very young 
lad, Charles was endowed with cer- 
tain unique spiritual qualities. He 
was the frequent recipient of unex- 
pected visions and startling dreams 
until he was just over forty years of 
age. Although we do not have much 
information available as to the exact 
nature of these visions and dreams, 
we may deduce from his own words 
that they were different from those 


that he had in later years (after he 
had been baptized in the Holy 
Ghost). According to the personal 
testimony of Charles Mason: 
"When I was baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and fire, these endowments of 
a divine nature departed and have 
returned no more." 


Plumersville, Arkansas became 
the new home of the Masons in 
November, 1878. During this time - 
in Plumersville -- Charles Mason 
had a magnificent series of visions 
of heaven and hell. These vivid 
visual impressions replayed them- 
selves night after night as young 
Charles lay pondering the splendor 
of heaven and the horror of hell. 
This sequence of visions led to his 
conversion as he accepted Jesus 
Christ as his personal Savior at the 
age of twelve. The family had relo- 
cated to Mr. John Watson's planta- 
tion which was located in a swamp- 
like area. But this particular 
location greatly displeased Charles 
Mason because he deplored the 
ungodly ways of the people who 
lived there. Often he wept because 
of this condition and longed to 
return to his former homestead. In 
the midst of a less-than-ideal envi- 
ronment, young Charles captured 


the respect of friends and enemies 
alike because of the sincerity and 
strength of his Christian conviction. 
Other people often noted: "He's so 
different from those other bad boys 
roundabout." 

It was during this period of per- 
sonal unhappiness that God chose to 
demonstrate the divine approval 
upon his life. He was stricken with 
fever and chills near the end of the 
summer of 1880. By the close of 
August, the Mason family sadly 
awaited his impending death. Such 
was not the divine will. On Sunday, 
September 5, 1880, the glory of 
God appeared to Charles Mason as 
never before. Being instantly 
healed by the divine presence, the 
fourteen year old lad got out of bed 
and walked outside all by himself. 
There, under the morning skies, he 
prayed and praised God for his heal- 
ing. During these moments, 
Mason renewed his commitment to 
God as he whispered: "Lord, I have 
done all that I can do." As he con- 
tinued to praise God, all of his for- 
mer sadness was lifted. 


Although he had been danger- 
ously near death, Charles Mason 
felt the inner assurance that God had 
completely healed him. He sensed 
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Mason 


renewed physical strength and 
quickly donned his simple clothing 
to find family and friends to share 
what the Lord had done. 


After Mason was converted, he 
was called by God into the Christian 
ministry. In 1893, he received a 
local license from the Mount Gale 
Missionary Baptist Church at the 
age of twenty-seven. He hesitated 
accepting the call - at first. There 
were priorities that he had already 
established for his next several 
years. First of all, Charles Mason 
wanted to purchase a home. Sec- 
ondly, he wanted to attend college. 
Thirdly, he wanted to secure a wife 
for a lifelong companion. After- 
wards," he insisted, "my life may be 
completely turned over to the min- 
istry." God had different plans. 
Instead of turning the whole of his 
attention to the voice of God, 
Charles Mason decided that he must 
first complete this "list" of priorities 
before fully embracing the ministry. 
Not much later he met Alice Saxton. 
He was warmly received by Miss 
Saxton as well as her entire family. 
He sought to marry her, promising 
God that he would preach if he were 
just allowed to have this woman. 
Soon Charles Mason discovered 
that he had made a grave error by 
failing to comply with the advice of 
Jesus Christ as recorded in St. 
Matthew 6:33: "Seek ye first the 
kingdom of heaven and its right- 
eousness, and all these things will 
be added." As a direct result of 
placing his personal life before his 
divine calling, Charles Mason's first 
marriage fell into turmoil. His wife, 
Alice, strongly objected to his need 
to travel and preach the gospel. 
And, three years later, they separat- 
ed. 


This entire episode had caused 
Charles Mason to "drift" away from 
the perfect will of God for his life. 
And Charles was aware of this. 
Coming to the Baptist Church to 
repent publicly, he both astonished 
his fellow members and found 
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peace with God. Mason told the 
Baptist members that he had been 
on his way to hell, but had turned 
again to do God's will. This event 
caused a great deal of confusion in 
the church-but it was soon resolved. 
In this particular incident-unknown 
until now to many persons-we 
observe some of the true greatness 
of the Church of God in Christ 
founder. Not only did Charles Har- 
rison Mason insist that others care- 
fully follow his God-given doc- 
trines, he did so himself. And, when 
personal repentance was expedient, 
he did so-humbly and forthrightly. 


In the year 1894, Charles 
Mason was sanctified through the 
Word. He preached his first sermon 
on holiness using the text of II Tim- 
othy 3:12, "Thou therefore endure 
hardness as a good soldier..." After 
his very first sermon on sanctifica- 
tion, Mason was away for two 
weeks. He returned to discover that 
a revival had broken out due to that 
first holiness sermon. When the 
revival had ended, Charles Mason 
traveled to Lee County, Arkansas, to 
see his brother, Nelson. His brother 
and others who had known him well 
found Charles Mason to be greatly 
changed in doctrine and in deed. 
Soon, they grew somewhat uncom- 
fortable with his uncompromising 
teaching against the practice of sin. 


Young Mason continued to 
preach, and many repented as they 
heard the Word of God. Although 
some fought against his new teach- 
ings, many people were "thirsting" 
to hear these holiness doctrines. 
And, in 1894, Charles Mason was 
growing in popularity among the 
grass roots" people while pastoring 
the Tabernacle Baptist Church in 
Selma, Alabama. 


Finally, the perfect will of God 
was being carried out in the life of 
Charles Harrison Mason. Hundreds 
of souls were being saved and sanc- 
tified because of hearing his sound 
scriptural teachings on the 'second' 


work of grace. The divine master 
plan of a new holiness church was 
gradually being unfolded to Charles 
Mason. In 1895, he accepted a 
unanimous call to the Mount Helm 
Baptist Church in Jackson, Missis- 
sippi. Here, Mason says, "I began 
my deeper spiritual labors among 
the people. I worked in the Associa- 
tion (Baptist) at Byrum, Big Creek, 
Mt. Olive, and Charlton where- 
later-Elder F.S. Sherrill was pastor." 
Also in 1895, Mason met the man 
who was to become his very closes 
friend and colleague in the gospel: 
"IN 1895, I met C.P. Jones of Jack- 
son, Mississippi, who was very 
sweet in the spirit of the Lord and 
prayed much. Soon I loved him 
with unfeigned love. 


The Church of God in Christ 
‘pioneers’ were rapidly appearing on 
the ‘stage’ of God's activities, and 
the moment had arrived when a sep- 
aration from the Baptist Church 
became an inevitability. The deci- 
sion in 1896 to call a Holiness Con- 
vention and Mason's consistent 
teachings on the holiness doctrines 
caused a tremendous surge of hos- 
tility from the Baptist clergy. How- 
ever, this did not cause the conven- 
tion or the teachings to be cancelled. 
Instead, Charles Mason and his col- 
leagues intensified their efforts. 

"In due time we made the call. 
We had already in 1896 begun to 
publish 'Truth.' So it became the 
special organ of the call. We began 
the meeting on Sunday, June 6, 
1897, and continued two weeks, 
studying the Bible and praying 
night and day. We were persecuted 
by the churches...Associations and 
sects combined against us. This 
persecution compelled us to build 
another sect, which was not our aim 
nor desire, we contended that Christ 
is all but we were extreme in our 
fight. The times demanded it. But 
we, from the first, only wanted to 
exalt Jesus and put down man-made 
traditions. A move on the part of the 
Mt. Helm Church gave the enemies 
of the Holy Spirit a chance and they 
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put us in court. Though we won our 
liberty in the lower court, the 
Supreme Court put us out, not on 
general law, but on a technicality 
involving Mt. Helm's holdings...." 


Having been totally rejected by 
his own denomination, Elder Mason 
sought the Lord carefully for a name 
for this new holiness church. While 
he was walking down the street in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, the Lord 
revealed to him the name Church of 
God in Christ. To confirm the name, 
God placed upon his heart the scrip- 
ture: I Thessalonians 2:14. Hence, 
a new denomination-comprised of 
saved and sanctified saints-was born 
in 1897. And even though Elder 
Mason had not yet experienced the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, the Spir- 
it of God was certainly at work 
directing the development of his 
Church. In that same year, the 
Church of God in Christ established 
its first church in an old gin on the 
bank of a little creek in Lexington, 
Mississippi. People were drawn 
there from the surrounding areas 
because Jesus Christ-and His doc- 
trines of holiness-were being mag- 
nified. Eventually, Satan was moti- 
vated to action because of their large 
success. While the saints were 
praising the Lord, someone fired 
several rounds from a shotgun into 
the building. A few persons were 
wounded, but no one killed. When 
the report of this event reached the 
local newspapers, the worshipping 
crowds were further increased. 
Many said: ‘If the sanctified people 
are having meetings under such 
conditions, truly it must be of the 
Lord.' Soon afterwards, a 40 feet by 
60 feet lot was purchased from Mrs. 
John Ashcraft on Yazoo Street. The 
congregation outgrew this structure 
almost immediately. In 1906, a large 
brick church was erected which cost 
approximately $6,000. 

The Man... Charles Harrison 
Mason 


Elder Mason began to thirst for 
a more complete relationship with 
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God in 1907. He hoped to retreat to 
some secluded place to remain there 
until his soul was satisfied. Mean- 
while, a very exciting report arrived 
from Los Angeles, California. The 


Azusa Street Revival was in 
progress, and large numbers of peo- 
ple were begin saved, sanctified, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, healed, 
along with many other miracles and 
spiritual demonstrations. Elder C.P. 
Jones, Mason's dearest friend, 
offered further information and 
insight concerning the baptism. 
After studying the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost with C.P. Jones, Elder 
Charles H. Mason was directed by 
God to visit the Azusa Street 
Revival. Elder Mason traveled the 
great distance from Mississippi- 
accompanied by a few friends-with 
great anticipation of God's blessing. 
When he arrived on Azusa Street, 
the forty year old Elder Mason wit- 
nessed some very unique occur- 
rences. Already, Mason's heart was 
being prepared to receive 'the Gift. 
And, the dynamic, Holy Ghost- 
filled preaching of Elder W.J. Sey- 
mour was the instrument that the 
Almighty had chosen to bring Elder 
Mason to the point of baptism. 
Elder Charles Harrison Mason’s 
heart quickened with anticipation: 


"The sound of a mighty wind 
was in me and my soul cried, ‘Jesus, 
only, one like you.’ My soul cried 
and soon I began to die. It seemed 
that I heard the groaning of Christ 
on the cross dying for me. All of the 
work was in me until I died out of 
the old man. The sound stopped for 
a little while. My soul cried, 'Oh, 
God, finish your work in me.’ Then 
the sound broke out in me again. 
Then I felt something raising me out 
of my seat without any effort of my 
own. I said, 'It may be imagination.’ 
Then I looked down to see if it was 
really so. I saw that I was rising. 
Then I gave up for the Lord to have 
his way within me. So there came a 
wave of glory into me, and all of my 
being was filled with the glory of the 
Lord. So when [had gotten myself 


straight on my feet there came a 
light which enveloped my entire 
being above the brightness of the 
sun. When I opened my mouth to 
say glory, a flamed touched my 
tongue which ran down to me. My 
language changed and no word 
could I speak in my own tongue. 
Oh, I was filled with the glory of my 
Lord. My soul was then satisfied. I 
rejoiced in Jesus my Savior, whom I 
love so dearly. And from that day 
until now there has been an over- 
flowing joy of the glory of the Lord 
in my heart." 


The Holy Ghost had come! 
Finally, Elder Charles Harrison 
Mason had received "the promise" 
which he had so heartily sought. He 
had experienced all three operations 
of divine grace: regeneration, sanc- 
tification, and spiritual baptism. As 
a result, Elder Mason was fully 
equipped to lead God's people. 
Remaining at the Azusa Street 
Revival for a total of five weeks, 
Elder Mason refined his knowledge 
of the operations of the Holy Spirit 
within the Body of Christ. 


Elder Charles Harrison Mason 
returned from California full of the 
Holy Ghost. Immediately, his min- 
istry launched into a more dynamic 
dimension, and the Church of God 
in Christ began to literally spread its 
‘branches’ in all directions. No 
denomination in America has 
matched its rapid growth and devel- 
opment. And, it is all because God's 
goodness and the personal dedica- 
tion of one man who dared to 
believe wholly in the Word of God, 
Charles Harrison Mason. 

Adapted from the book, "The 
Man... Charles Harrison Mason" by 
Mrs. Elsie W. Mason, a "Pioneer 
Series" publication, 1979, Wayne 
Bass, Sr. and Bishop W. L. Porter 


editors. 
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1897 ~ 1997 


When did the actual founding of 
the Church Of God In Christ occur? 
The Centennial Celebration 
Commission wants every saint to 
understand that C.H. Mason actual- 
ly founded our organization in 
1897. Our Presiding Bishop, 
Bishop Chandler D. Owens has stat- 
ed it is appropriate and necessary 
for the organization to celebrate our 
Church’s accurate centennial 
anniversary. Many saints suggest 
that 1907 was the founding year of 
the Church, and believe we should 
celebrate in 2007 because our 
Pentecostal beginning is the signifi- 
cant event of COGIC history. To 
that statement the late Bishop L.H. 
Ford often commented that “people 
worked with Bishop Mason ten 
years before he received the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, and they stayed 
with him after the 1907 split.” 
Bishop Owens is equally concerned 
and correct about not forgetting the 
saints of the Pre-Pentecostal years. 
The Centennial Celebration 
Commission affirms and supports 
our leader’s opinion, and encour- 
ages the celebration of the historic 
1897-1997 centennial dates. 


In 1895, C.H. Mason in rela- 
tionship with C.P. Jones led the 
Church of God in Christ in an 
embryonic stage for 12 years. The 
first two years witnessed those 
ardent evangelical preachers being 
physically removed from every 
Baptist church where they were 
invited to preach. The initial two 
years were a struggle to convince 
and collect their own following. In 
1897, the Mason-Jones tandem 
found themselves titular heads of a 
small group without a meaningful 


name. In 1897, while in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, C.H. Mason stated 
the Lord revealed the name “Church 
Of God In Christ” to him, as he 
stood on the corner of 14th Street 
and Haynes Avenue. The scriptures 
in I Thessalonians 2:14 and II 
Thessalonians 1:1 and Galatians 
1:22 served as inspiration for the 
name. 


Bishop Ithiel Clemmons’ land- 
Matkes  DOOKs eS IShOpl. Card: 
Mason...And the Roots of the 
Church Of God In Christ, offers the 
following, “The Church Of God In 
Christ currently celebrates its 
anniversary based on 1907 as the 
founding date. Unfortunately, this 
excludes many who between 1895 
and 1907 formulated the culture and 
tradition that determined the shape 
of the Church Of God In Christ’s 
ideology, style and practices....” 


Ostensibly, the bishop is cor- 
rect. To only celebrate the 1907 
Pentecostal beginnings would omit 
the earliest contributions of pio- 
meers like: Elder EAR. Jonivere|: 
Bowe, R.R. Booker, W.M. Roberts, 
R.E. Hart, D.W. Welch, A.A. 
Blackwell, E.M. Page, R.H.I. Clark, 
D.J. Young, James Brewer, Daniel 
Spearman and J.H. Boone. For cer- 
tain, after 1897, they all were aware 
that their souls were tied to C.H. 
Mason and his organization. To 
deny their contributions in theolo- 
gy, ministry, music, money and per- 
sonal commitment to the support of 
C.H. Mason would be to deny our 
roots in history. 

Lastly, upon the split of the 
Mason-Jones relationship in 1907, 


C.P. Jones had the majority of votes 
and his faction invited Mason and 
his Pentecostal believers out the fel- 
lowship. In subsequent years, the 
Jones faction attempted to retain the 
name Church Of God In Christ. 
C.P. Jones and his followers spent 
time and money attempting to strip 
Mason of his rights to the name God 
gave him. Of course, Bishop Mason 
went to Memphis and conducted his 
initial Holy Convocation and the 
rest is history. The saints gathered 
at the South Fort Pickering Church 
on Dison Avenue in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Members of the 
Lexington, Mississippi congrega- 
tion and a few faithful persons that 
C.H. Mason had developed for 
years prior to the new Pentecostal 
Church Of God In Christ, met and 
reorganized. Local followers from 
Memphis became the members of 
the Temple Church of God In Christ 
on Wellington Street, now located 
on Lauderdale and Georgia Streets. 
This congregation was C.H. 
Mason’s base of operation even 
before and after the building of 
Mason Temple; hence was known as 
the Mother Church. 


Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush and 
the commission have spearheaded 
the National - International 
Centennial Celebration and the 
entire Church has celebrated with 
great enthusiasm. God has blessed 
us for 100 years of organizational 
function. sine 2007, ifthe Lord 
delays His coming, we can celebrate 
100 years of being a Pentecostal 


organization.. 
Tw 
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by Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


Christ of Alabama emerged during 
the late spring of 1920 in the small 
town of Samson, Alabama, located 
in the southwestern part of Geneva 
County which is a large portion of 
what we now know as the Dothan 
District. 


Before the establishment of the 
Church of God in Christ in 
Alabama, Elder J.M. Mainor held 
the title of Prince in the Triumph 
Church, which is the equivalent of 
Superintendent in Church of God in 
Christ. Elder Mainor was strug- 
gling with the doctrine of the 
Triumph Church when one of his 
members, Sister Matilda Berry 
while on a visit to the state of 
Georgia, met Elder Riley F. 
Williams who was then an evange- 
lizing Church of God in Christ 
preacher. 


Sister Berry persuaded Elder 
Williams to come to Alabama in 
order to help encourage and enlight- 
en Elder Mainor as to the true doc- 
trine of the Church of God in Christ. 
Elder Williams came to Alabama 
and met with Elder Mainor and his 
congregation and explained the 
Church of God in Christ's true doc- 
trine, resulting in a majority of the 
members electing to follow Elder 
Mainor to the new organization. 


The early days of the church 
were sometimes rough and rocky, 
but the saints held to the chartered 


course. By 1923, Alabama had 


The First Church of God in 


enough members to hold its first 
Holy Convocation in the Hartford, 
Alabama Old State building. The 
next year Elder Williams felt that 
Elder Mainor could handle the 
southern part of the state as he was 
sent to establish the church in the 
Birmingham area. 


Elder Williams was a great war- 
rior in the service of the Lord. He 
came to Birmingham to gather lost 
souls for God. He was welcomed by 
the faithful few. One sermon 
preached, was especially para- 
mount, "If God be God, serve Him; 
If baal be god, - then serve him." 
The war against sin was on. Mother 
FA. Threat's home served as a tem- 
porary service center. God worked 
in a wonderful, mysterious way, and 
a Church of God in Christ was 
established in East Birmingham, on 
July 4, 1924. 


ing, 1933, e9Eider Riley FE 
Williams was ordained as Bishop, 
becoming one of the first five bish- 
ops of the Church of God in Christ. 
At his demise on March 18, 1952, 
he was Bishop of the state of Ohio 
and Alabama, and pastor of 
Williams Temple in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and of Smithfield Church 
(Now Emanuel Temple) in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


inv thes yeate Olethe Great 
Depression, we had men come out 
of Mobile, and a lot of them came 
out of Graceville, Florida to 
Alabama and began working 


together. Some of our great evange- 
lists were Elder Mance Floyd, Elder 
J.M. Manor, Sr., Elder W.M. 
Singletary, Elder Shed Smith, and 
Elder Floyd Smith. 


State Supervisors appointed 
under Bishop Williams’ administra- 
tion in Alabama included Mother 
Mary O. Brown and Mother Annie 
L. Mainor Key. 


On August 24, 1952, Bishop 
Chester Arthur Ashworth was sent 
by Bishop Mason as State Overseer 
of Alabama. 


At the close of the National 
Home going Celebration of Bishop 
C. A. Ashworth, on Friday, 
February 8, 1991, National 
Presiding Bishop Louis Henry Ford 
allowed the clergy of Alabama 
Jurisdiction One to make their wish- 
CSeeknOwie | [On elias mext 
Jurisdictional Bishop. After what 
was later known as the most sponta- 
neously united vote in such pro- 
ceedings, Bishop Ford appointed 
Bishop O.L. Meadows as 
Jurisdictional Prelate of Alabama 
First Jurisdiction. 


Bishop Meadows labors untir- 
ingly to develop the property on 
"Holy Hill" and the people of God.. 


We thank God for Bishop 
Meadows’ faithful and diligent ser- 
vice to this jurisdiction. 
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Memphis Corporate Salute 
Church of God in Christ 


2. 


Chief Operating Officer, 
Director of 
Memphis Corporate Salute 
Dear Delegates: 


A unique alliance has been formed between the Church Of God In Christ and concerned corporations in 
the Memphis business community. Because the entire community is affected by escalating crime, gang 
activity, drug use and the deteriorating family structure, it is vital for the church and the business com- 
munity to work together for the mutually beneficial purpose of waging war on these violent and destruc- 
tive activities. 


The church has traditionally and consistently fulfilled the mission of rescuing and transforming people 
who otherwise might be a part of the problem instead of the solution. These corporate sponsors are say- 
ing, through their sponsorships, that they understand and support what the church is trying to accom- 
plish. | 


Thank you, corporate sponsors, and praise God for the Founder and leadership of the Church Of God In 
Christ and our COGIC heritage, a heritage that clearly reveals that we have been proactive in our 
attempts to make the world a better place. 
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Quoting a Yale theologian, new 
Interdenominational Theological 
Center president, Dr. Robert 
Franklin, described the difference 
between tradition and traditional- 
ism: “tradition is the living voice of 
the dead but traditionalism is the 
dead voice of the living.” It seems 
that we should remember and 
respect the traditions of our past but 
guard against worshipping those 
traditions. 


There is an admonition from the 
Apostle Paul to “remember the tra- 
ditions of our fathers.” 
Nevertheless, a warning of Christ in 
Matthew coincides with Paul’s 
teachings against legalism. Jesus 
warns that we literally can “err (if 
we) teach the traditions of men as if 
they are the doctrines of God.” 


As this writer “re-visits” some 
COGIC traditions during this 
Centennial year, it is by no means 
an attempt to suggest that the reader 
should adhere to any or all of them. 
Obviously one’s local pastor is the 
one who would dare make such an 
assertion. However, I am sure any 
person who has been a member of 
the Church of God in Christ has 
some degree of familiarity with 
some of these traditional “tenets” of 
the faith... 


As a lifelong member of 
COGIC (45 years), I am fairly 
familiar with some of the traditions 
of the Church of God in Christ. 
With how many of the below tradi- 
tions and concepts are you familiar? 


¢ Hand -clapping (Psalm 47) 
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¢Tambourine playing (Psalm 
150) 

¢‘Read on’ preaching (line by 
line precept by precept) 

¢ Strict holiness teaching 

° Holy living 

“Saved, sanctified, filled with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire” 

¢ Testimony Service 

¢ Bible Band 

¢ Sewing circle 

¢ Pastor’s aid night 

¢ A godly respect for the name 
‘Charles Harrison Mason’ 

¢ Sunshine Band 

¢ Purity Band 

¢ Tongue speaking 

¢ Purging 

¢ Tarrying 

¢ No movies 

¢ No ball games 

* Modest apparel (I Timothy 
2:9,10) 

¢ Hebrews 12:14; Titus 2:11 

* Acts 2:4; Acts 1:8; Acts 19:16 

eII Corinthians 7:1 

¢ Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; 
Psalm 46:1 

* Set your affection on things 
above...(Colossians 4:2) 

¢ Come out from among them 
and be ye separate... 

¢ Sunday School motto: ‘A 
child saved is a soul saved plus a 
likes 

*YPWW (Young Peoples 
Willing Workers) Our endeavor: to 
increase spiritual strength, to stir 
our pure minds, to stimulate more 
life in service, to keep the unity of 
the spirit; to live holy 


° Living all year long just to go 
to Youth Congress 

¢ Table Grace--’We make no 
excuse for the things we have, for 


THE WHOLE TRUTH NovemMBeER/DECEMBER 1997 


the things we have the Lord has 
provided and we are thankful’. 


As I reflected on some old 
COGIC traditions, phrases and 
“terms” in light of this Centennial 
year, all of the above just flowed 
through my mind....Two other very 
significant traditions also came to 
mind: powerful, well-attended 
Sunday night services and Tuesday 
and Friday, our national fast days. 


Sunday Night Services: A 
Present Reality or A Thing of the 
Past? Someone recently asked me, 
“What ever happened to Sunday 
night services in the Church of God 
in Christ and what ever happened to 
fasting and praying on Tuesdays 
and Fridays? I have thought about 
conducting a survey to see if any- 
thing different has happened to 
Sunday Night services in COGIC 
and fasting on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. 


My recent experiences may be 
exceptions and not the rule, but I 
had the opportunity to visit Love 
and Unity COGIC in Compton with 
Pastor Ron Hill and West Angeles 
with Bishop Charles Blake, not long 
ago. Their congregations demon- 
strated that Sunday Night service is 
‘alive and well.’ The hundreds of 
people who jammed their sanctuar- 
ies and enthusiastically worshipped 
and received the word, attested to 
the fact that it (Sunday night ser- 
vice) is alive and well in California. 
Says Pastor Hill, “when people join 
Love and Unity, I make them aware 
that Sunday night service is impor- 
tant...it’s a part of the total member- 
ship package!” 

Continued on page 50 


TEXAS NORTHEAST 3RD 


Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
s Presiding Bishop C. D. Owens and the 
Entire Constituency of the Church of God in Christ! 


To 600 Be the 
Glory! 


| “Bor the Lord 
our God, 
he itis that 
brought us 
up and our 
a fathers out... 
ee and which did 
a ~=s those great 
signs in our 
sight, and 
preserved us 
in all the 


all the people 
through whom 


we passed...” 
Joshua 24:17 


Bishop Frank Walter Smith, Jr., Prelate 
Texas Northeast Grd Gcclesiastical Jurisdiction 


Re- Visiting COGIC Traditions 
In Nashville, Tennessee, 
passersby note that the parking lot is 
filled to capacity at Pentecostal 
Tabemacie, (here. Dra. erty 
Maynard is pastor) every Sunday 
night, (as it always is at all three of 
his Sunday morning services). That 
attests to the fact that Sunday night 
service is alive and well there, also. 


Sunday night services were spe- 
cial as many of us grew up “in the 
church” because it was when many 
people “‘tarried for and received the 
Holy Ghost.” It was when visitors 
would come from other denomina- 
tions: some to worship with us; 
some to laugh at us; some to learn 
new songs and enjoy the Hammond 
organ; some to quietly determine if 
what was being taught was what 
they needed; some to wonder aloud, 
“does it take all that?” 


Sunday night was the time 
when we sang a medley of ‘Power, 
power Lord! What do ya know 
about Jesus? ;Have you tried Jesus 
(He’s All Right!); Send it on Down! 
Lord, Send it on down! Lord Let 
Your Holy Ghost Come on Down!; 
Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Since I 
Laid My Burdens Down; Jesus 
Getting Us Ready for That Great 
Day and of course, Yes, Lord!” 


Fasting; Is It Yet Effective? 
Fasting, shut-ins and all night 
prayer meetings were the norms for 
most COGIC adherents during our 
formative years. This continues to 
be the norm for many of our church- 
es throughout the world, even in 
1997. Those who adhere to these 
time-honored traditions insist that 
they make a difference. God honors 
the fast “...and the glory of God is 
(our) reward (Isaiah 58:8)!” 


The practice of fasting has been 
maligned by some proponents of 
“word of faith” ministries who sug- 
gest that fasting is a ‘work of the 
flesh’ and has no relevance ‘under 
grace’ when one can simply make 
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confessions of faith in the name of 
Jesus and “have whatever he saith.” 


On the other hand, proponents 
of fasting and prayer use Matthew 
17:21 and the fact that Jesus himself 
fasted 40 days and forty nights 
(Matthew 4). Other New Testament 
support for fasting are the refer- 
ences to fasting in Acts 9:9-19 and 
Paul’s testimony in II Corinthians 
le 


Our national fast days, 
Tuesdays and Fridays, are yet kept 
by COGIC members from coast to 
coast. COGIC saints were taught 
the importance of fasting and 
prayer. It was the key to the success 
of Dad Mason’s ministry. Certain 
things, we were told, could only be 
accomplished through prayer and 
fasting (Matthew 17:21). 


Because thousands of COGIC 
members continue to adhere to this 
tradition of fasting, this writer 
recently surfed the Internet to dis- 
cover what is being practiced and 
written about fasting in 1997. The 
results were fascinating! 


A powerful and inspiring book 
by Elmer Towns (an evangelical 
Christian) was recommended ‘on 
lines Entitled Fasting for a 
Spiritual Breakthrough, the book 
listed and described nine (9) biblical 
fasts. 


That book inspired a four week 
bible study on fasting and led to two 
(2) nine days fasts at the church 
where this writer serves as pastor. 


The results were inspiring: 
some who were fasting testified to 
miraculous healings; one lady, fac- 
ing surgery from a serious automo- 
bile accident was x-rayed a second 
time and her doctor said surgery 
would not be necessary because her 
bone had mended; financial mira- 
cles occurred; new jobs and promo- 
tions were obtained by church 


members; and issues, some people 
had prayed concerning for years 
were answered. 


It all reminded me that we 
should “not forget the traditions of 
our fathers.” In this “Centennial 
Year’, Centennial Commission 
Chairman Bishop Roy L. H. 
Winbush, is promoting the theme, 
“Holiness: A Proven Foundation 
for a Promising Future.” Our holi- 
ness heritage includes many of the 
above-mentioned traditions. It 
seems like a good time to re-exam- 
ine some of our treasured traditions. 
After we re-examine some of them 
we might just want to re-visit some 
of them! 


Presiding Bishop Owens sug- 
gests that “as we celebrate (the com- 
pletion of) our first 100 years of 
worship (as an organization), it is 
extremely important that we ana- 
lyze our past in order to gain new 
insights into what has made us 
unique.... The lives and testimonies 
of our predecessors, coupled with 
our rapid growth, suggest that our 
holiness heritage is relevant, even 
today.” AMEN! 


Dr. Larry Britton 
Editor-in-Chief FUUT 
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Bishop Owens speaks with Pastor Samuel P. Nesbitt 


Letter to the Publisher 


Dear Bishop Owens: 


You are to be congratulated for the very successful and inspiring Celebration that we enjoyed in Jackson 
and Lexington, the birthplace of the Church of God Christ, Inc., September 9-10, 1997. When we con- 
sider the manifold problems and displays of apathy by some, we must admit that the Lord gave us a 
“good success.” This is the only time in the History of the Church that such an event could take place, 
and the record of history will show that, led of the Lord, Chandler D. Owens had the vision and wisdom 
to select and appoint persons who possessed the spiritual insight, intestinal fortitude and commitment to 
effect such a wonderful Centennial Celebration Program. Thank God for you and our faithful team who 
love the Lord, our Church and the principles for which we stand. 


The scene along Highway 17 in Lexington was something beautiful to behold: the college bands playing 
and marching, hundreds and hundreds of saints marching, buses and cars rolling and flashing lights of 
the police cars cleared the way for the saints to pass. As I rode along in Elder Newton’s van, experienc- 
ing the ecstasy of the moment and reflecting on the history of how Bishop Mason and the early saints 
suffered in the past, in my mind, it seem as if I heard a voice saying: “this day I am vindicating the saints 
of the past: the city where they were jailed and mistreated is now honoring their heirs. While I am cer- 
tain that the bands were playing music which they thought to be appropriate for the occasion, I seemed to 
hear - resounding in my ear - “Great Day, the Righteous are marching, God’s going to Build Up Zion’s 
Wall.” Again, thanks for letting God use you to bring great honor, recognition and respect to the memo- 
ry of our Founders. 


In his Service, 


Pastor Samuel P. Nesbitt 
COGIC Temple 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Tu 
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Good News for the Disinherited 


Dr. Alonzo Johnson, who holds 
a Ph.D. in systematic theology from 
Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City, is a native of Goose 
Creek, South Carolina. A tenured 
associate professor at the 
University of South Carolina in 
Columbia, he has also served on the 
faculties of Benedict and Claflin 
Colleges in South Carolina. The 
son of Bishop and Mrs. Johnnie 
Johnson of the South Carolina 
Jurisdiction, Dr. Johnson serves the 
church in several capacities: He is 
the pastor of a thriving rural con- 
gregation, | Bowman Temple 
COGIC, Bowman, South Carolina. 
The district superintendent of the 
Lower Midlands District and the 
Dean of Education for the jurisdic- 
tion, Johnson is a nationally recog- 
nized preacher, conference speaker, 
motivational lecturer, academic 
consultant and scholar. 


Ain’t Gonna Lay My ‘Ligion 
Down is an exploration of the spiri- 
tual and cultural roots of African 
American religion. It reveals the 
specific manner in which African 
Americans have “put flesh on their 
Christian beliefs,” adapting the faith 
of their European American masters 
and creating distinctive forms of 
religious expression. This particu- 
lar process has produced what is 
described in this text as a “folk the- 
ology’, a theology of the people. 
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Dr. Alonzo 
Johnson 


Ain’t Gonna Lay My ‘Ligion Down 


Dr. Paul 
Jersild 


The contributors to the volume 
examine specific African American 
religious customs and practices-- 
seekin’ the Lord, ring shouting, 
dancing, Pray’s houses, ecstatic 
trances, spirit possession, folk 
songs, music, tales--and efforts of 
African American religious leaders 
to show the remarkable degree to 
which newly imported slaves pre- 
served their African spiritual her- 
itage while simultaneously meshing 
it with Western symbols and theo- 
logical claims. 


The foundational essay in the 
volume is done by the organizing- 
editor, Alonzo Johnson. It examines 
the evolution of the Pray’s house 
spirit in the African American com- 
munity. Johnson argues that the 
Pray’s houses were the institutions 
which helped to bring Christianity 
into the communities and homes of 
slaves and their southern descen- 
dants. These houses of worship 
were often more significant than 
churches in shaping the day to day 
practices and beliefs of black folk. 
Controlled by laypersons, both male 
and female, the Pray’s house was 
the place where new converts were 
taught and prepared for church 
membership. The distinctive roles 
that black women have played as 
the prayer warriors, church mothers, 
missionaries and leaders of their 
churches emerged from these Pray’s 
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house settings. Moreover, the spiri- 
tual center of the Pray’s house 
revolved around the practice of 


Scckin) sthes Lords. sDurine sthe 
process of seekin’, persons saw 
visions, dreamed dreams, and heard 
voices which confirmed to them that 
they had indeed been converted. 
The tradition of “tarrying” in the 
holiness-Pentecostal churches is 
rooted in the older ‘seekin” the 
Lord’ motif. 


Other essays in the volume con- 
sider the morality of African 
American folktales, specifically the 
Brer Rabbit stories; the symbolic 
and literary connections between 
African traditional religions and the 
religious experiences of African 
American woman found in the 
‘motherwit’ tradition: and the cen- 
tral place that rhythm holds in 
African American life as a thread of 
continuity connecting life in Africa 
with life in the Diaspora. 


Two final essays explore 
African American folk religion by 
examining the contributions of 
some prominent nineteenth-and 
twentieth century church leaders. 
The essays profile three Methodist 
preachers who helped to establish 
the South’s independent African 
American religious tradition and an 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
bishop who served for six decades as 


Continued on page 54 
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Cassandra Walker Talks to Teens 
about Growing Up - Straight-up 
Advice on Freaking Out, Fitting In, 
and Moving On, from Someone 
Who's Been There. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN-— -- 
Following Free Spirit’s publication 
of Cassandra Walker’s first book 
about growing up and acceptance, 
she’s heard from dozens of young 
people like eleven-year-old Terri: 


“T read BECOMING MYSELF. 
I loved it. It taught me a lot about 
how to be myself....Did you write 
any other books? I would love to 
read them.” 


Now Walker returns with 
Stories From My Life to offer read- 
ers more of her own experiences - 
and some sound, hard-earned advice 
- negotiating the confusing terrain 
of adolescence while maintaining 
self-confidence and _ self-respect. 
“Over the years, I’ve told my stories 
in the hopes that I might help chil- 
dren and teens who are feeling the 
self-doubt I often felt while growing 
up,” says Walker in her introduction. 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


Cassandra Walker 


Talks to Teens 


about Growing Up 


Friends versus boyfriends, 
crushes, divorce, sibling rivalry, and 
peer pressure: Walker tells all with 
honesty and humor. Each of the 28 
stories - from “Watch Your Mouth,” 
to “How Embarrassing” - concludes 
with a note summarizing what she 
gained from these painful and funny 
experiences, as Walker encourages 
teens to learn from her mistakes. 
She admits to her readers, “I’ve 
made countless mistakes, and like 
you, I felt that I would never get 
beyond them....” But she did. And 
now Cassandra Walker has stories to 
tell about the lessons she’s learned. 


Walker’s stories ring true as they 
explore feelings most youth experi- 
ence during adolescence. Many 
deal with self-doubt, not “fitting in,” 
or being faced with seemingly insur- 
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mountable problems. Walker 
remembers painful embarrassments 
(like when her brother’s “creativity” 
resulted in the ultimate bad hair 
day), agonies (dating - need we say 
more?), and disappointments (being 
sure of a spot on the team, only to 
find she’s not on the final roster), as 
well as triumphs and personal bests. 
She also remembers troubling and 
confusing situations (such as realiz- 
ing a neighborhood boy was being 
beaten at home) she now wishes she 
had handled differently. Like the 
whispered wisdom of an older 
friend and confidante, Walker shares 
as well as informs, helping others to 
cope and succeed. 


Stories From My Life is sure to 
hit many familiar chords with read- 
ers, just as Walker’s previous book 

Continued on page 54 
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one of the post-Civil War South’s fore- 
most religious and civic leaders. 


Abstract of ‘“Good News for the 
Disinherited: Howard Thurman on 
Jesus of Nazareth and Human 
Liberation” 


by Dr. Alonzo Johnson 


This text examines the theology of 
Howard Thurman, 1900-1981, one of 
the leading American religious 
thinkers of his generation. Thurman 
was the most prolific African 
American religious writer of this cen- 
tury up to the time of his death. He 
was an innovative theologian who 
experimented widely with his religious 
beliefs and practices, reflecting the 
profundity and creativity of his spiritu- 
al vision. He was the co-founder and 
pastor of one of the leading interracial 
churches of the mid-century era: The 
Church for the Fellowship of All 
People, San Francisco, California 
(1943). He was the first African 
American dean at a major American 
university, Boston University (1953- 
66). One of the principle areas of 
Thurman’s thought centered on his 


Cover to Cover - Dr. Alonzo Johnson 


understanding of the humanity, divini- 
ty, and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, 
“Christology.” Johnson concludes that 
Thurman’s principle contribution here 
was his ability to relate the message of 
Jesus to those persons who suffer and 
live “with their backs against the 
walls” of life. 


The author begins with a thorough 
analysis of the intellectual, theologi- 
cal, and social roots of Thurman’s 
thought. He argues that Thurman’s 
understanding of Jesus should be inter- 
preted within the context of the long 
tradition of African American religious 
thought. Thurman is depicted as a 
“folk theologian” who both perpetu- 
ates and transforms African American 
folk religion. Chapters II and III re- 
visit some of the traditional 
Christological questions regarding 
Jesus’ humanity and divinity. The core 
of Thurman’s theology revolves 
around his re-interpretation of the 
meaning of the concepts of “humani- 
ty” and “divinity.” Chapter IV brings 
the title of the work into focus as it 
shifts to the message of Jesus and its 
relevance to the  disinherited. 


Cover to Cover - Cassandra Walker 


BECOMING MYSELF did. Many 
of her readers wrote to ask for 
advice and support. Stories From 
My Life includes excerpts from 
some of these letters - and Walker’s 
responses to these often heartbreak- 
ing problems. Ultimately, Walker 
hopes readers will see they are not 
alone, believing “We all experience 
changes and challenges that help us 
to become the special person we are 
striving to be.” She encourages 
readers to write to her, and promises 
to write back (really!) and help 
them figure out a way to get through 
the bad times. “Don’t let anyone 
tell you that you can’t make 
it....Know that you have at least one 
person believing in you - and that’s 
me,” she says. 


Review copies, photographs, 
and interview opportunities are 
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available through Free 
Publishing (612/338-2068). 


About Free Spirit 


Spirit 


Headquartered in Minneapolis, 
MN, Free Spirit Publishing Inc., is 
an award-winning publisher spe- 
cializing in Self-Help For Kids - 
including a variety of nonfiction 
materials for children and teens, 
parents, and teachers that inform, 
inspire, and engage kids and caring 
adults. Free Spirit books are dis- 
tributed to specialty bookstores in 
the United States and Canada and 
are available through major trade 
wholesalers. Books are also avail- 
able directly from Free Spirit. Fora 
copy of our most recent catalog 
(trade or consumer), call 1-800- 
737-7323. For more information, 
contact Judy Galbraith or Nancy 
Robinson at 612/338-2068. 


Thurman’s analysis of the slave spiri- 
tuals provides the primary insights 
upon which he drew in developing his 
thesis on Jesus’ message to the disin- 
herited. 

The search for a “Black Christ’, 
has been a prominent feature of 
African American religious thought in 
the past two centuries. Chapter V 
places Thurman’s treatment of Jesus 
within the ebb-and-flow of the debates 
in this area. Chapter VI presents a 
summary of the work and offers a thor- 
ough discussion of the areas of conti- 
nuity and discontinuity between the 
author’s Christology and Thurman’s, 
as presented in the text. The key con- 
cern here is to examine the sources and 
content of Christian theology in gener- 
al and particularly Christology. 


Published by: The University 
Press of America Lanham, MD 1996 


These books are a must for minis- 
ters, laypersons and all persons who 
want to understand the spiritual, theo- 
logical, and cultural roots of much of 


African American thought. 
Tw 


About Cassandra Walker 

Cassandra Walker, B.A., 1s a 
syndicated columnist, professional 
speaker, and author of BECOMING 
MYSELF; TRUE £STORIES 
ABOUT LEARNING FROM LIFE 
(Free Spirit Publishing). “Sharing,” 
Walker’s current newspaper column 
offering guidance to teens with 
questions about life issues, has 
evolved into a weekly radio seg- 
ment on the nationally syndicated 
Radio AAHS. Previously, Walker 
reported on youth issues and hosted 
the program “Youth Corner,” for 
WCCO TV in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Walker, who lives St. 
Charles, MO, was recently honored 
asman 1OOT@islacksuWwomanevor 
Distinction in Kansas City, KS. 


Twi 
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FOX 57 1:00 a.m. 
ABC 25 7:30 A.M. 


EarLY MorniING WorsHIP 8:00 a.m. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 A.M. 
Morninc Worship 11:00 a.m. 
EVENING WorsHIP 7:00 p.m. 


TUESDAY 
THE PASTOR SPEAKS 


FRIDAY 


9558 Two Notcu Roap e Co.umsiaA, SC 29223 ae) 
PRAYER 
BIBLE & ENRICHMENT INSTITUTE 


4208 RuameE Roap e CotumsiA, SC 29229 


HTTP://WWW.FAMILYWORSHIPCOGIC.ORG 


THERE IS No CHurcH LikE THIS CHURCH Nowuere™ NEar Tuts CHURCH! 
WHEN YOu’RE IN Our City, ComE WorsuHip WITH Us. WE WiLL Do You Goon! 
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by Dr. DANIEL PHELPS 

Commercial foods have degen- 
erated to become synthetic food 
look-alikes. In fact, there is no 
commercial safe food to eat for the 
masses. Commercial foods have an 
overabundance of toxic, poisonous, 
and synthetic chemicals which 
destroy and deteriorate the human 
body. Instead of the consumer eat- 
ing the foods, the foods are eating 
the consumer’s health. 


The multibillion dollar chemi- 
cal food industry makes look-alike 
foods which are tasteless, odorless 
and flavorless. These chemical 
companies have decided to use the 
consumer as a synthetic chemical 
garbage can. 


Synthetic chemical foods 
devour the body and destroy its life 
and health sustaining ability. The 
Pharmacological and Toxicological 
Division of the FDA has admitted 
that their analysis of synthetic 
chemicals in foods is inadequate for 
measuring danger. Synthetic chem- 
icals in soil, food animals, drinking 
water, and plants combined with 
those processed foods, can boost 
each other’s strength and combine 
to form lethal reactions. These 
chemicals interfere with the body’s 
ability to use enzymes, minerals and 
vitamins (this is not measured nor- 
mally by clinical test). This results 
in malnutrition and undernourish- 
ment. In other words, they disman- 
tle the health of the body. Further, 


these chemicals have delayed 
effects that do not appear for 
months. However, when the effect 
of these chemicals appear, they are 
misdiagnosed as flu, infection, 
V.D., heart attack, headaches, ten- 
sion, stress, depression, fatigue, tin- 
gling toes or fingers, constipation, 
etc. Moreover, these chemicals 
slowly eat away the body, putting it 
on a downward progression which 
affects the body in 5, 10, 15, to 50 
years. The effects can be a small 
increase. in the size of the liver, 
spleen or kidney. The body can 
become weak in cyclic stages of 
every two weeks or once a month 
and this can be blamed on a disease. 
These chemicals are slowly eating 
the body every time the consumer 
has dinner - he is dinner. 


The consumer is merely a food 
eating garbage disposal for the 
chemical industry. Ironically, the 
PDAS deceriiies. “and ~delists 
chemicals for use in foods because 
of health danger. However, they do 
not forbid the “decertified” and 
“delisted” chemicals from being 
used by the food industry. The 
industry continues to feed the dan- 
gerous chemicals to the public. 
Further, the GRAS (Generally 
Recognized As Safe) chemicals is a 
title given to dangerous chemicals 
by food manufacturers who feel that 
they are safe. Moreover, the USDA 
withholds reports on the dangerous 
chemicals used in food from the 
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public. They continue to allow poi- 
sonous chemicals to be used in food 
by setting a level of safe use for the 
poisonous quantity. This is similar 
to correctly doing something 
wrong. The FDA sets standards for 
correctly doing something wrong. 
The use of poisons in foods is 
wrong and no level of safe poison 
eating is acceptable. 

The following overview is a 
brief look at some of the foods that 
are eating the body’s health. 


ICE CREAM 


Ice cream is totally unsafe. 
It is made from cheese by-products, 
butter, butter oil, evaporated milk, 
condensed milk, all types of butter- 
milk, all types of skim milk, milk 
treated with sodium hydroxide and 
disodium phosphate, plastic cream, 
dried cream, cheap poisonous thin- 
ners, propylene (used in paint 
remover, antifreeze), imitation fla- 
vors (used as flea killer, embalming 
fluid, leather tanners), industrial fla- 
vor chemicals (which have “cau- 
tion” and “innocuous poison” on 
labels), polyoxyethylenes (cancer- 
ous substances), sodium a car- 
boxymethylcellulose (cancer 
inciter), refiners’ syrup (cheap by- 
product with salty taste and bad fla- 
vor), gelatin (increases germ 
growth), antioxidants, buffers, neu- 
tralizers, stabilizers and _ other 
countless dangerous chemicals 
which have been approved by the 
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FDA. The chemical content of ice 
cream does not have to be listed on 


the label as it has been exempted by 
the FDA. 


PEANUT BUTTER CRIMES 


Peanuts or Niger Nuts (as 
they are called in Europe) are beans 
by definition and in a raw state are a 
good protein. However, the com- 
mercial peanut butter is only a col- 
orful brown liquid - synthetic chem- 
ical slime. Sweeteners (white sugar, 
corn syrup, dextrose) are added to 
peanut butter to hide moldy, inferior 
and rancid peanuts. The peanut is 
degermed (taking out its heart) 
before processing to increase shelf 
life in the stores - this lowers its pro- 
tein value. Further, hydrogenated 
oil (or pig lard) is added up to a 
level of 60% oil and 40% peanuts. 
Emulsifiers are added to keep the oil 
mixed with the small quantity of 
peanuts. Then additives plus textur- 
izers are mixed in the brown slime. 
Aside from this, bleached peanuts 
are used. Bleaching denatures the 
peanut and destroys nutrients. 
Moreover, artificial flavors are 
added. All the combined ingredi- 
ents are synthetic toxic poisons 
which carry “caution”, “poison”, 
“innocuous” on the industrial 
labels. 


The sum total of commercial 
processing of the peanut renders it a 
non-food. This amounts to a nutri- 
tional robbery of the peanuts, and a 
crime against the peanut and the 
peanut butter consumer. 


SULPHUR AND DRIED 
FRUITS 


Sulpher dioxide is a syn- 
thetic chemical that is toxic and poi- 
sonous. It alters nutrient patterns 
and destroys vitamins and the B 
complex. Further, it causes a calci- 
um deficiency. There is not a limit 
on the amount that can be used in 
food. The Federal Food, Drug and 


Cosmetic Act has given the food 
industry the privilege of free use of 
this drug, despite the fact that it 
causes brittle teeth in animals (it is a 
demineralizer). 

Dried fruit is usually dried 
on trays that have been treated with 
pesticides. These pesticides soak 
into the fruit. Also, a toxic chemical 
.fumigate methyl bromide, is used 
with dried fruits, chocolate, dairy 
products, beans, macaroni, nut- 
meats, flour, dried vegetables, 
spices, feeds, chestnuts, etc. 

The FDA still allows its use 
despite the fact that it causes tempo- 
rary insanity and has poisoned 
industrial workers. According to its 
manufacturers, it is dangerous to all 
forms of animal and plant life. 


MARGARINE 


Margarine is a combination 
of water and oil combined by a 
chemical emulsion similar to soap. 
It is hydrogenated and contains ani- 
mal as well as vegetable products. 
Also, there are high amounts of lard 
used to make it. Known poisons 
such as the benegoates are used and 
emulsifiers are used. Furthermore, 
the corn oil in margarine is hydro- 
genated and the added cottonseed 
oil (a non-food due to chemical con- 
tamination), soya oil and other oils 
are hydrogenated. Corn oil has to 
be hydrogenated in order to become 
solid at room _ temperature. 
Hydrogenated oils cause arterial 
deterioration (hardening of the 
arteries) and a build-up of fat 
around the heart. 


OIL 

Oil is refined (living activi- 
ty of oil is killed in refinement) to 
prolong its shelf life. In the refine- 
ment process a gasoline solvent is 
used to dissolve the oil after extrac- 
tion. Then it is treated with toxic 
poisonous lye, alkalis and caustic 
soda. Next it is bleached. This 
refinement and bleaching leaves a 
horrible odor and taste, so, the oil is 


then chemically deodorized and 
poisonous antioxidants added. 
Moreover, residual amounts of the 
chemicals stay in the oil which 
cause it to be unsafe for human con- 
sumption. However, the consumer 
watchdogs USDA and FDA approve 
this and the listing of all the chemi- 
cals in the oil is not required by law. 
The final oil product has been heat- 
ed several times and further reheat- 
ing by the consumer makes it even 
more dangerous. 


CHEWING GUM 


Chewing gum contains over 
30 ingredients which are not listed 
on the label. FDA does not require 
a list of ingredients. Chewing gum 
contains synthetic rubbers, petrole- 
um plasticizers, antioxidants (BHA, 
gallate, BIIT), gum turpentine, 
wood tar and coal tar derivatives, 
dyes, all of which are poisonous, 
toxic carcinogenic agents. Many 
shipments of the chewing gum 
industry’s gum bases have been 
seized because they had high dirt 
levels which include rat manure and 
insects. Moreover, chewing gum is 
60% white sugar, corn syrup, and 
carbohydrates of starch, maltose, 
dextrose and dextrin (1/2 teaspoon 
sugar per stick). 

Chewing gum reduces the 
acid in the stomach and hampers 
digestion. It also raises the sugar 
content of saliva and causes a nega- 
tive chain reaction in the gastroin- 
testinal tract as the stomach gets 
ready for food that never comes. It 
is categorized as a food probably 
because most of it is accidentally 
swallowed. 


Elder Daniel Phelps, is a 
Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 
(N. D.) and also a Ph.D. candidate. 
He is an ordained COGIC Minister 
and founder of The Center on 
Family Living in Michigan. 
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from the Counselor's Couch 


A FAITH THAT 
MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE 


Faith may be defined briefly as 
“an illogical belief in the occurrence 
of the improbable”(H. L. Menchen). 
Faith sees the invisibilities in a mar- 
riage, believes the incredibilities in 
a marriage, and receives the impos- 
sibilities in a marriage...a faith that 
makes a difference. 


I. Faith That Makes a 
Difference in What You See in 
Your Spouse and How You See It. 


The twelve spies all saw the 
same thing. They saw the Eshcol 
(valley of grapes), the brook, the 
cluster of grapes that had to be car- 
ried by two men. They saw the 
pomegranates, the figs and a land 
flowing with milk and honey-as 
well as the giants in the land. Ten of 
them looked through evil eyes - 
eyes of fear, and two of them saw 
through eyes of faith. Those who 
saw through the eyes of fear over- 
looked all of the beauty and plenty 
of the land and focused on the one 
obstacle. They said, “The people 
who dwell in the land are strong, the 
children of Anak; Amalekites, 
Girgashites, Hittites, Jebusites, 
Amorites, Canaanites.” But those 
who looked through the eyes of 
faith (Joshua and Caleb) said, ‘“‘Let 
us go up at once, and possess the 
land: for we are well able to over- 
come them.” 
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Faith can make a difference in 
what you see in your spouse and 
how you see it. They all saw the 

same thing, but faith made the 
difference in what they saw and how 
they saw it. Two of the spies saw 
the size of Israel’s God, but ten saw 
the size of Israel’s enemies...giants. 


Many times, we see the weak- 
nesses in our spouses as “giants” 
when they are merely “grasshop- 
Deis. se ealiGe sm CaSy  olOmsa bc 
modified...through the eyes of faith. 
When we constantly view our 
spouses in terms of their weakness- 
es, we are unable to sustain a com- 
mitment to them over the long haul. 
So we need to view them in terms of 
their strengths because weaknesses 
are merely strengths pushed too far 
in the wrong direction. Do you see 
your spouse as an introvert or as a 
person with a quiet, meditative spir- 
it...as miserly or thrifty...as pushy or 
determined...as picky or thor- 
ough..as slow or cautious? Faith 
makes the difference in what we see 
in our spouses and how we see it. 


Just suppose, however, there are 
“giants” in our relationships. 
Should our faith diminish in the face 
of the seemingly insurmountable? 
It depends on whether we believe 
Ephesians 3:20, “Now unto him 
who is able to do exceedingly abun- 


Pastor and Mrs. Harvey Lewis 


dantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that 
worketh in us.” The eyes of fear see 
the mountain; the eyes of faith see 
the mountain mover. The eyes of 
fear see a spouse as what he/she 1s, 
but the eyes of faith see him/her as 
what they can become. 


II. A Faith that Makes a 
Difference in How You See 
Yourself 


Those who looked through the 
eyes of fear saw Israel’s enemies as 
being stronger than they were. They 
saw a land that ate up the inhabi- 
tants. They saw men of great 
stature, and they saw themselves as 
grasshoppers. Faith can make a dif- 
ference in how we see ourselves. 


You can see yourself as a 
grasshopper or a grasschopper. You 
can see yourself as weak and unable 
to face and conquer the challenges 
of your marriage; or you can see 
yourself as a child of God who can 
do all things through Christ who 
strengthens you, because you are 
filled with all the fullness of God 
(Eph. 3:19), and filled with all the 
fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13), and 
filled with the Holy Ghost 
(Eph.5:18). There are two kinds of 
people in the world: the fearful, 
who say they can’t, and are defeated 
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Continued on page 60 
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A FAITH THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 


while predicting their fate (Prov. 
18:21); and the faithful, who say 
they can, and are victorious while 
they speak (Phil. 4:13). If you say 
you can’t, you have just defeated 
yourself. If you say you can, you 
have all of heaven (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit) to help you. We must 
see ourselves as God sees us, but it 
takes looking through the eyes of 
faith. 

Ill. A Faith That Makes a 
Difference in the Outcome of 
Your Marriage 


If the devil can succeed in get- 
ting you to major on the minors, as 
opposed to majoring on the majors, 
your marriage is in_ trouble. 
Majoring on the minors is like swat- 
ting a fly from the forehead of your 
spouse with a sledge hammer; like 
killing a flee with a hatchet; like 
making a mountain out of a mole- 
hill. What is the major thing: Jesus 
said, the field is white and ready for 
harvest...but the laborers are few. 
Go, therefore, into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to 
come. Come without money and 
without price. Faith makes the dif- 
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ference in the outcome of your mar- 
riage. 


What is the major thing? Paul 
tells us in II Timothy 2:2 TO PER- 
PETUATE ibsls GOSPEL 
THROUGH THE FAMILY, while 
populating the kingdom of God. 
Isn’t it interesting that the first mira- 
cle that Jesus wrought was at a mar- 
riage. The family is God’s tool of 
evangelism. Satan was successful 
in getting the first family (not the 
Clintons, but the “Adams’’) to major 
in the minors versus majoring in the 
majors (Gen. 3). They thought God 
was keeping something from them, 
and consequently they disobeyed 
God. God is now using the same 
entity (the Family) to save the 
world. Paul said to Timothy, the 
things which thou hast heard of me, 
the same commit thou to faithful 
men; they will convey the same to 
others. This construction represents 
four generations (the parents, the 
children, the grandchildren, the 
great grandchildren). But if satan 
succeeds in getting you to major on 
the minors, the insignificant as 
opposed to the significant, the 


est 


inconsequential rather than the con- 
sequential, then he (satan) has the 
advantage. 


Realize that faith makes the dif- 
ference in what you see in your 
spouse and how you see it. Faith 
makes the difference in how you see 
yourself; and faith makes the differ- 
ence in the outcome of your mar- 
riage. Was your marriage in trou- 
bles or do you «know. of “a 
relationship that had been written 
off by man, but now God has healed 
it and made it a living example for 
others? Jeremiah 32:27 asks a ques- 
tion, Is there anything too hard for 
God? Verse 17 answers that ques- 
tion: There is nothing too hard for 
God!” Scratch the “too” in both 
verses and they read, “ Is there any- 
thing...hard for God? No, there is 
nothing...hard for God.” Put your 
marriage in his hands, and believe 
him for the victory. 


By the way, on August 2, 1997, 


Mother and I celebrated 49 years of 
marriage; to God be the glory! 
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Post-Convention Wrap-Up. 


Find out the secret so many Memphtans already know: Shop our 
40 outlets, and you get up co 754 off famous name brands, direct 
from the manufactuer, including favorite names lke Bugle Boy, 
Danskin, Old Time Pottery, Perfumania, and mote, You re ust 


minutes away ftom our enclosed mall, And 

thats a fun way to wrap up your vist pplz 

Monday - Saturday 10-9 * Sunday 1-6 ce 
Information: 386-3180 

And All-Around Great Shopping, 


For exciting shopping from one side of Memphis to the other, 
come to any of out other convention shopping centers 


1-40 East to Exit 20, Canada Road 


Belwin Shopping Center * Center City Shopping 
Covington Springs Shopping Center * Eastgate Shopping Center 
Frayser Center * Frayser Plaza Shopping 
Frayset Village Shopping Center * Gateway Shopping Center 
Germantown Village Square * Harbin Shopping Center 
Mendenhall Square * Northgate Shopping Center 
Perimeter Shopping Center * Shelby Oaks Retail Center 
South Plaza Shopping Center * South West Shopping Center 
Southgate Shopping Center * Southgate North Shopping Center 


Summer Center * Union Avenue Shopping Center 


Information: 767-4780 


Enterprises 100 Peabody Place. Suite 400, Memphis, TN. 38103 www elaco 


Ih 


1st FIRST TENNESSEE 


Here for you. 


By DAVID WILKERSON 


The Mother of All Sins 


Adapted from the TIMES SQUARE 
Church Pulpit Series 
Part 2 of 2 part series 


(Continued from the last edition.) 


We Lose Much of What is 
Preached to Us Because of Unbelief! 


**...but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith 
in them that heard it” (Hebrews 4:2). 

Do you ever wonder why the dis- 
ciples were so ignorant of the ways of 
Christ and the eternal purposes of 
God? Why, after three years of sitting 
under the blessed preaching of the 
Savior of the world, they remained 
blind, unprepared for the things to 
come? I’ve constantly puzzled over 
this. Why was their understanding of 
the Cross and the Resurrection so lim- 
ited? 

It was because they did not hear 
with faith! On several occasions Jesus 
had to rebuke them: “O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken” (Luke 24:25). 
“Why are ye fearful, O ye of little 
faith?” (Matthew 8:26). They had lit- 
tle faith - hearts that were slow to 
believe His Word! And they were left 
empty, unprepared, confused - blinded 
by unbelief! 


If Jesus “marveled” at the unbelief 
during His time on earth, what must 
He think of ours? Nineveh repented 
after only one sermon, believing every 
word Jonah preached. Yet America 
has heard thousands of such warnings 
from many true prophets - but multi- 
tudes of so-called Spirit-filled believ- 
ers do not heed them! They say, “I 
don’t want to hear that anymore.” 
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They put it all out of mind! 


Times Square Church has been in 
existence for six years now, and our 
congregation is full of well-fed believ- 
ers. If over that period people came to 
just one of our services held each 
week, that means they’ve heard more 
than 300 messages. Yet I sometimes 
wonder: How much of what they’ve 
heard has been remembered and 
worked into their spiritual fiber? 


If God’s Word is not assimilated 
by faith - if we do not ask Him in faith 
to help us receive and use it - we will 
end up picking and choosing only 
what we like. And we usually pick the 
blessings, mercies and comforts - and 
shake off the demands, reproofs and 
warnings! It is trust that makes God’s 
Word work into our spirit. Faith 
stamps it into our personality and mind 
so that it is never forgotten! 


Unbelief Shuts Off All Intimacy 
With God! 


We preach much at our church 
about intimacy in prayer and spending 
quality time with the Lord. But you 
can pray twelve hours a day, weep and 
cry, groan in deep intercession; you 
can intercede for needs all over the 
world; you can walk all over the house, 
telling Jesus how much you love Him - 
yet it all can be profitless, pointless, a 
total waste! 


You may think, “Anybody who 
prays that long has got to have peace 
and joy. People will know she’s been 
with Jesus. Surely something of God 
is taking place in her.” 
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No! All the praying in the world 
will not do you any good unless you 
mix it with faith! “But without faith it 
is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:8). 


You can fast and pray for three 
days or three weeks - but without faith, 
you will not please God! All your 
hours in prayer, all your petitions, all 
your “coming to Him” will profit you 
nothing unless your heart is anchored 
in faith! “...let him ask in faith, noth- 
ing wavering. For he that wavereth is 
like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man 
think that he shall receive anything of 
the Lord (James 1:6-7). 


If you’re spending two hours with 
God and yet never believe Him to 
answer you - you’re embarrassing Him 
for two hours! It may make you feel 
good or holy - but in reality you’re 
wasting time! You’re giving God two 
hours of nothing but unbelief and 
doubt. You might as well be shopping 
or fishing! 


I know Christians who say they 
pray daily, often weeping before the 
Lord, yet nothing happens. They 
remain heavy-hearted, depressed. 
Their lives are always in turmoil. It is 
because they embarrassed the Lord by 
coming into His presence not fully per- 
suaded He would do what He 
promised! 


“Therefore I say unto you, whatso- 
ever things ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye 
Continued on page 64 
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THE MOTHER OF ALL SINS 
shall have them” (Mark 11:24). 
“And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive” (Matthew 21:22). 


The children of Israel spent 
more than thirty-eight years alone 
with God. Can you imagine it? It 
must have been like having church 
every day? They had the ark in their 
midst, daily sacrifices, the cloud of 
fire, a preacher who talked with God 
face-to-face. 


And yet God was angry with 
them - He slew every one of them! 
They all died in the wilderness with 
His wrath upon them. Why? 
Because they were full of unbelief 
and doubt! 


Scripture says of them: “And 
did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink; for they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that 
Rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 
10:3-4). Yet, in spite of all these 
blessings and provision, they had no 
faith! They spent a lifetime in a 
self-made hell of fear, despair and 
doubt! 


I believe most of God’s people 
today live as spiritual paupers. 
Many are no longer willing to exer- 
cise faith because something hap- 
pened to make them question God’s 
love. Perhaps a loved one died. Or 
an accident snuffed out the life of a 
wonderful Christian they knew. Or 
a sweet, tender child has a terminal 
illness, despite the fact his parents 
have given their all to God. 


Many say, “I just don’t under- 
stand that. How can I trust God 
when I don’t understand why He 
would allow such a thing?” There is 
no human answer to their confu- 
sion. And like Zion, they claim, 
“The Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten me” (Isaiah 
49:14). 


But God knows the end from 
the beginning. And only when we 
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are in heaven will we understand 
why some of these winds and waves 
have tossed us - and why God 
allowed it all. Isaiah gave an 
answer - and I believe it is all we 
need to know for now: 


“Can a woman forget her suck- 
ing child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands; thy walls are continually 
before me. Thy children shall make 
haste; thy destroyers and they that 
made thee waste shall go forth of 
thee” (verses 15-17). 


I couldn’t try to explain any of 
the many sufferings and trials in the 
body of Christ. But God has given 
us His Word: “You’re My Child - 
you’re written in the palm of My 
hand. Trust Me! 


Let Me Speak to You About the 
Cure for Unbelief! 


I searched my reference books 
and found entire lists of ways to 
“cure” unbelief. But none of these 
dozens of things touched me. So I 
asked God for something very sim- 
ple - and He gave me two thoughts 
on how I can rid my heart of unbe- 
lief: 


1. Lay hold upon every worry, 
fear and burden. Take them all to 
Jesus - and leave them on His shoul- 
ders! 

“Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you” (I Peter 
567). 

Beloved, this is God’s personal 
Word to you. It is His invitation, 
His request: “Put it all on Me! 
Don’t carry it one hour longer. I 
care about everything that’s happen- 
ing to you. And I’m big enough to 
take it all for you!” 


Someone called me not long 
ago who was in real stress and need- 
ing a word of encouragement. But I 
was too overwhelmed myself that 


day to help. I was stressed out by so 
many problems, I couldn’t handle 
one more. So I answered, “I’m 
sorry - you'll have to call some 
other time. I’m too overloaded.” 


Thank -<God sHewisme never 
stressed out! He is never over- 
loaded! His shoulders can carry the 
load of every one of His children! 
And He urges us, “Lay it all on 
Me!” “Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he 
shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved” (Psalm 55:22). 


Go down your list right now: 
“God, I give you this, and this, and 
that. I give you this burden, this 
trouble, that relationship, that prob- 
lem...’ And be fully convinced - He 
cares! 


2. Launch out in full faith on 
the written Word of God. Take up 
the Lord’s challenge to live by His 
Word! “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4). 


You’ve got to be able to say, 
“I’m going to live and die by God’s 
Word to me!” 


I ask you - how is it we can trust 
His Word for our eternal salvation, 
but not for our daily needs and prob- 
lems? We can believe Him for the 
hardest part. Why is it harder for us 
to believe for help, guidance and 
power over sin? 


“Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling, and to pre- 
sent you faultless before the pres- 
ence of his glory with exceeding 
joy” (Jude 24). God promised this 
to you - so let Him take on the bur- 
den of keeping you! Don’t try to 
figure out how to do it. Just take 
him at His Word. Simply pray: 
“Lord, You promised to keep me 
from falling - and I’m putting my 
eternal future on your promise. It is 
not my work now, but Yours!” 


Tut 
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Union Planters Bank 
Proudly Salutes The 
Church of God In Christ's 


90th Annual Convocation and Centennial Celebration 
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Member FDIC. © 1997 Copyright Union Planters Bank 


Publishing Board 
Literary Contest Winners 


During this year’s convocation celebration of 100 years of the COGIC’s spectacular achievements, let it not be 
forgotten that among our church’s greatest assests are very talented writers. 


Stating that the venture will have a catalytic effect on future participants, Mrs. Glenda W. Goodson, chairper- 
son for the event, says “The winners of the First Annual COGIC Literary Competition have used imagination, 
courage, will, devotion and their perception into humanity’s triumphs and failures to weave profound literary 
analyses of our times. I thank Bishop Chandler D. Owens, Bishop Norman Quick and the entire Publishing Board 
for the opportunity to share these great writers’ talents with the larger COGIC body.” 


As with any undertaking of this magnitude, many individuals worked diligently to make the Literary 
Competition a success. The 1997 Judges were: Dr. Alonzo Johnson, Dr. Barbara McCoo-Lewis, Ms. Kimberly 
Wesley, Dr. Larry Britton, Mrs. Sue McCoo, Mrs. Mary Anderson and Mrs. Francis Fulton. Advisory Board mem- 
bers were Bishop D.R. Houston, Supt. J.-E. Hornsby, Dr. Raymond Reed, Mrs. Vera Lewis, Mrs. Gladys Williams, 
Elder Joseph Jackson, Mrs. Sweetie Jordan Lacy and Mrs. Versie Cuthreth. 


Winners are: 
Critical Essay COGIC Ministries Can You See The City? Author: Elder G. H. Taylor, Jr. 


Poetry Voice Author: Rochelle D. Holmes 
Short Fiction Finding A True Friend, Author: Mrs. Jean Carter 
Non-Fiction He Was There All The Time Author: Deborah Clark 
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The Only Home Study Gospel Video Course. 

e Easy to learn Offering: 

e Practiceat yourownpace ® Ear training 

¢ Fun for all ages e Sight reading 

° Designed for e Theory 
piano & keyboard e Chords & 


e Learn your favorite songs improvisation 
Volume 1-Beginners Volume 2 - Advanced Students 


ORDER NOW. Call 1-800-628-5567 
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2 9. 9 5 New Musical Concepts 
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DEPARTMENTAL PERSPECTIVES 


@ 
Introducing At last ... a 
ec$0e 
collection 
of high 


DEdises 
recorded 
LIVE at 
Cathedral 
Conierence 
Center, Detroit, 
Michigan, and 
produced by Son- 

day Sound Stage, 
Northeast Michigan’s 
own recording studio, 
under the direction and 
leadership of Bishop 

P. A. Brooks, Member and Secretary 
of the General Board for the Church of God in 
Christ, Inc. 
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Bishop Brooks and the New St. Paul Taberna- 
cle Church of God in Christ Mass Choir sing 
such favorites as Holy, Holy, Holy (arranged 
by Bishop P. A. Brooks); Zion (Is Calling Me 
to a Higher Place of Praise); Anointing, Fall 
On Me; Surely Goodness and Mercy; and, You 
Can Make It! 


ED LIVE 


_ RECORD 


This first-edition CD is sure to bless and 
inspire you. Then the words of David will ring 
true: “Let the high praises of God be in their 
mouth” (Psalm 149:5). 


A new release from Phillip A. Brooks, the son 
of General Board Member Bishop P. A. 
Brooks, entitled “Lost for Words.” This collec- 
tion of hymns and songs, put to Phillip’s con- 
temporary, anointed, and trend-setting style, is 
sure to move you to praises as you sing along in 
your car, homes, or businesses. 


Be sure to visit our booth at this year’s Centen- 
nial Convocation in Memphis, Tennessee and 


pick up your copy of ’Lost for Words” on 
Mojoi Record label. 
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MARVIN SAPP 
GRACE AND 
MERCY 


(WorD/EPICc) 
Since his departure 
from the group Com- 
missioned, Marvin 
Sapp has directed his ener- 
gies into full-time evangelism 
and pursuing his own music min- 
istry. On his new project (which hap- 
pens to be his second solo project), Sapp is 
featured in the spotlight as a premier vocalist 

backed by a full band and singers in a “live” worship 

setting. Some gospel music heavyweights were called 
in for this project, including the project’s co-producers 
Percy Bady (of the Thompson Community Singers) and 
Marvin Winans. Winans gets out of the producer’s seat 
to join Sapp, Donnie McClurkin and Bishop William 
Abney on the reprise of the song, “Give Praise’’. 
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DOTTIE PEOPLES 
TESTIFY 
(AIR) 

This two-time Stellar Award winner provides some 
variety on her latest release. This project was done in 
the studio which is a slight variation from the norm 
(Dottie’s other projects were recorded live). Dottie 
comes on strong with the title cut, “Testify”; however 
Dottie shows her contemporary side with “If There 
Were No Heaven” and “Begin Again”. All in all, fans of 
Dottie Peoples will enjoy this album and Dottie will 
probably gain acceptance from a new group of listeners. 


DIETRICK HADDON 
AND THE VOICES OF U NITY 
LIVE THE LIFE 

(Tyscot) 


This Detroit-based group delivers power and ener- 
gy from their debut project. The set begins with the 
song “This Is The Day,’ which has an urban contempo- 
rary feel (as does the rest of the album). Formerly with 
the group, Perfect Peace, Dietrick Haddon does a nice 
job on lead on various cuts, in addition to the superb job 
done by his wife Damita, (formerly of the group 
Adoration N Paryze) on “Hold On To Your Faith”. 


BAM CRAWFORD AND PURPOSE 
THE KING IS COMING 
(RELATIVITY) 
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This is truly a different album. It fits well into the line 
of Praise and Worship Music, fused with the beat and 
syncopation of gospel. Lorris Holland and Raina 
Bundy both deserve accolades for orchestrating such a 
quality project. The album is filled with great music. 
Ron Kenoly makes a guest appearance on the title cut, 
and former “Andre Crouch” lead singer, Jackie Gouche- 
Farris, sings “Perpetual Praise” and “My Help”. 


THE CANTON SPIRITUALS 
LIVING THE DREAM: LIVE IN 
WASHINGTON, DC (VERITY) 
Well, the wait is finally over. The Canton Spirituals 
have returned in full force with a few changes. The 
“boys from Mississippi” have a new label and some 
new members, but the sound remains intact. Harvey 
Watkins, Jr., continues to lead the group with rousing 
performances. Be sure to listen to “When He comes”, 
“Glad I’ve Got Jesus, and “Father, I’m Coming Home”. 


Additional Recommendations 


The Williams Brothers - Still Standing 
(Blackberry) 


B. Chase Williams - Give It Up 
(CGI/Intersound) 


Vickie Winans - Live in Detroit 
(CGI/Intersound) 
Reverend Timothy Wright - Everything Will Be 
(Savoy) 


“LEANING ON Jesus” - Climbin 


The Chart 
coGcic 
Snternational Mass Choir 
Featuring: The Church Of God In 
* Karen Clark - Sheard * Rev. Richard ''Mr, Clean" White F 
* Sara Jordan Powell ¢ Madam Mattie Wiggley * Twinkie Clark (© hri S iE In tern at 10n al 
* Dorinda Clark - Cole * Betty Nelson * Walter Hawkins . “ 
Mass Choir does it 
again! “Leaning On 


Jesus”, produced by 
Moses Tyson, Jr. and 
Edwin Hawkins, is 
being well received by 
gospel radio announc- 
ers and stations all 
over the country. 
Recorded live at one of 
the famous Holy Con- 
vocation Midnight Musicals, this soul-stirring recording 
spotlights Karen Clark-Sheard on the exciting title cut, 
“Leaning on Jesus”, as well as the dynamic duo, Rev. 
Richard “Mr. Clean and Elbernita “Twinkie” Clark on, 
‘What God Allows”. This spirit-filled recording has the 
promise of being another COGIC jewel. “Leaning On 
Jesus” is available on CD, cassette, and video at retail 


stores everywhere. 
Tut 
69 


Leaning é 


DEPARTMENTAL PERSPECTIVES 


by Glenda Goodson 


“WHAT MADE My 
SUCCESS IS THE 
STORM” 


National Evangelist, Maria Gardner 


Evangelists, pastors, musicians 
and other kingdom workers may not 
always see eye to eye when defining 
approaches to get more souls intro- 
duced to the kingdom. But when the 
subject turns to the fireball National 
Evangelist, Maria Gardner, a smile 
crosses many of those faces. 


The St. Louis native (she grew 
up in Chicago) is one of the most 
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universally 
pes pie cbed 
and well- 
liked female 
evangelists in 
the Church 
. of God in 
Christ. Her combi- 


matched with verve and 
good cheer has turned her 
life into an admirable tes- 
| tament to God’s amazing 
i grace. 


Since launching her 
ministry career under 
Bishop W.H. Goldsberry 
more than thirty years 
ago, Gardner has been 
instrumental in proclaim- 
| ing the gospel to home 
folk as well as developing 
programs for those 
abroad. In addition to 
: g traveling the revival cir- 
Pas , cuit, she currently serves 
* as the the undershepherd 
to Mother Irene Oakley at the Oak- 
ley Memorial COGIC, as well as 
Assistant Supervisor of the Haiti 
Jurisdiction under Bishop Lopez. 
“But”, says the award winning 
gospel teacher, “the road has not 
been easy.” 


“God has been good to me. My 
mother died when I was nine...I 
think she was 29. I remember she 
called me to her bed and instructed 
me to be real and that God was 
going to use me.” At nine, Maria 
did not understand her mother’s 
departing instructions, but through- 
out many heartaches and tragedies, 
she kept those precious words hid- 
den in her heart. Her father died 


when 
she “was 
Pier pute . not 


before she went through many spine 
strengthening trials. 


“As an orphan child I was 
brought up in such a hard way. I just 
give God the glory for blessing me 
to be able to live this life,” says 
Gardner. When her mom died Gard- 
ner and her brother lived from pillar 
to post. “My mom and my father 
were not together when she passed 
because he had such a drinking 
problem. He was an alcoholic.” Her 
father took the children to live with 
him and they went from a life of rel- 
ative stability to a transient exis- 
tence. She and her brother were 
subjected to emotional and physical 
abuse. Many times their father 
would leave them for weeks on end 
to be brought home foaming from 
drunkenness. At other times they 
were told that their father’s ever pre- 
sent female friends, often found 
naked in their father’s bed upon 
their return from school “were bet- 
ter to me than my own ‘mammy,” 
says Gardner. They were often 
placed in foster care. Some care 
givers were nice and others were 
not, forcing the children to eat 
chicken necks while giving their 
own children chicken the choice 
pieces. During this period Garnder 
spent time learning to beg people to 
wash their store windows just to get 
a sweet roll so she could survive. 


It dawned on her that the God 
her sanctified mother taught her 
about could help her. She started 
attending the Church of God in 
Christ but her father forbade her to 
go to church. She would slip and go 
anyway. “He would come to church 
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and drag me down the stairs and 
beat me and tell me that I wasn’t 
going to that sanctified church. 
Mind you, he was a backslider.” 


At her wits end she ran away. 
One of her foster mothers, Mrs. 
Powell, has been particularly kind. 
Hearing her dilemma, Mrs. Powell 
instructed her to go to the train sta- 
tion and pick up a waiting ticket. 
While living with Mrs. Powell, she 
met the famed COGIC educator, Dr. 
Arenia Mallory, who visited the 
Faith Temple Church of God in 
Christ in Chicago. With Bishop 
Goldsberry’s blessing, she enrolled 
in Saints and became Dr. Mallory’s 
housekeeper. Her next job was 
scrubbing pots and ironing 200-300 
shirts per weekend to earn her keep. 
Yet Saints provided her with a mod- 
icum of stability and valuable life 
lessons that would help later in her 
ministry.... “In the summertime I 
didn’t get a chance to go home 
because I didn’t have a home to go 
to. So I worked out in the fields at 
the school picking greens, washing 
them and storing them in cellophane 
bags for the children the next semes- 
ter. And I cleaned up the dormito- 
ries.” She also traveled in the glee 
club singing songs to raise money 
for the school. With a grin, she 
recalled one song they sang in har- 
mony a cappella that got lots of 
laughs. 

“'m so tired of beans. 
Instead of fat they make me lean. 
Sometimes I get a pain, over and 
over again from eating beans on top 
of beans. Boiled beans, baked 
beans, stewed beans, fried beans. 
Beans rain or shine. We never have 
ham, chicken or lamb. Strange. 
Don’t you see. And all of my life I 
was never so tired of those beans, 
beans, beans.” 


She recalled that during the 
tours Dr. Mallory put her up to 
speak and instructed her “Don’t give 
me no soft stuff.” It was then she 
began developing a good spiritual 
background being trained to fast 
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every Tuesday and Friday. “Dr. 
Mallory was a very interesting 
woman. Very hard. Very strict. I 
didn’t appreciate her at the time but 
today I am glad for the hardness.” 
Upon graduation in 1962 she imme- 
diately married but after three chil- 
dren the marriage collapsed. “I’m 
the mother of a child of 33, a child 
30 and a baby of 29,” she says with 
pride. “I have a son, Tony, who 
pastors in New Jersey. He began 
speaking when he was just a boy. 
My daughter is married to a pastor 
in Detroit, Pastor Nixon. I also 
have eight grandchildren. One of 
my granddaughters, who sings like 
she’s twenty, was on the AIM cover. 
I always push my family. That’s 
what the world does. When they see 
a talent they exploit it. We’ve got to 
get the children involved. ” 


She feels that an individual’s 
life is like a road map. “God has 
everything picked out for your life. 
I just think it (the hardness) was one 
of those road maps for me. I hold 
nothing against (anyone). I think it 
made a real woman out of me. I had 
always been a very private person 
and I kept a lot of things in. In my 
younger age it was really sapping 
my health. My mental state...my 
physical man. But one thing Bishop 
Goldsberry trained us in was prayer. 
And faith. When I went through 
hard, really hard things.... some- 
times I felt I couldn’t make it I went 
to Bishop Goldsberry and talked 
and we prayed,” she says with warm 
respect. 


Bishop Goldsberry encouraged 
her as the Holy Ghost guided her to 
enter the ministry. “I didn’t under- 
stand it...it began in high school, 
when I was 15 or 16 years old. I 
was born in the COGIC but I didn’t 
understand. I understood I wasn’t 
like other girls in the sense that I 
loved prayer meeting. I was brought 
up going to YPWW and Mrs. Pow- 
ell, who took me for a while...she 
was COGIC. When the Lord first 
called me ....J had a dream. In this 


dream it was as if a bird came in my 
window but I could only understand 
the word’ seven’. I went and told 
Bishop Goldsberry. He interpreted 
what the Lord was saying and told 
me that God had given me seven 
gifts and He was giving me a min- 
istry." In that day young ministers 
and missionaries could not go out to 
minister without pastoral approval. 
The pastor instructed her to be faith- 
ful to all the services, prayer meet- 
ings and the shut-ins. “I did exactly 
what he said. I was in my early 
twenties when I started going... 
from my church. He told the saints 
that he had a surprise speaker for 
them Sunday night and he wanted 
everybody to come back. No one 
knew who it was. My first message 
was “Hellbound Train.” He then 
allowed her to travel to her birth- 
place, St. Louis, when her mother’s 
pastor invited her to speak. “From 
there my fame went out and people 
began calling me. I recorded my 
first of five albums when I was 
twenty-four entitled “I’d Rather 
Fight than Switch” but “Come Out 
the Hog Pen” was the one which 
sold the most copies and is one peo- 
ple know me by. My latest video, 
produced by Bishop G.E. Patterson 
is “He Won’t Leave You Until He’s 
Done What He said.” 


During the O.J. Simpson trial 
Gardner spoke at General Board 
member Bishop C.E. Blake’s 
church. The Simpson family was in 
the audience that day and news- 
magazines Hard Copy and Ameri- 
can Journal gave her ministry valu- 
able coverage. 


Evangelist Gardner says that the 
biggest challenge to young evange- 
lists is keeping their lives beyond 
reproach and not allowing them- 
selves to become caught up in the 
glamour. “You have to know how to 
carry yourself. You are carrying the 
Lord’s Word. There’s too many lost 
souls for us to do anything unworthy 
of the Name.” 


Continued on page 72 
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MARIA GARDNER 

Her burden for younger 
female evangelists is to see them 
study the business of the ministry 
including financial solvency. 
Observing the trend of older 
women who seem sometimes forced 
by finances to continually travel 
across the country to conduct 
revivals, she envisions multifac- 
eted, ongoing training covering 
finances, faithfulness to a local body 
and warnings against moral turpi- 
tude. “Once you get 75 or 80 years 
of age who wants to travel across the 
country at that age?,’ she asks 
rhetorically. “Some evangelists, 
both in the COGIC and outside of 
the COGIC, don’t know how to plan 
their lives. They take their offerings 
and just spend it all buying fine cars, 
clothes. It’s more to it than that. A 
lot of them don’t belong to any- 
body’s church...don’t pay 
tithes...not subject to a leader...they 
just want to run around the country 
and get big offerings. They don’t 
own homes....if you don’t own a 
home, that’s crazy...they don’t own 
insurance, they have no disability. 
The church does not make provision 
for evangelists. When God blesses, 
you first tithe to God. The second is 
tithe to yourself. Then get some 
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good insurance. Take out some 
Social Security. Take out some dis- 
ability so that if you get a sore throat 
you're not forced run around town 
and preach sick.” Evangelists must 
get a full sense of the need for finan- 
cial planning. More importantly, 
now is the time to begin. “You can 
get a check every month. When you 
get a certain age you can start draw- 
ing a check or you can draw your 
money,” says Garnder. “I don’t 
believe in getting a lot of policies 
where you lay up a lot of money for 
family members. I believe in get- 
ting policies that you can borrow on 
while you live. If something comes, 
you don’t have to have a name of 
being a beggar. That way you can go 
into a church and minister for souls 
and not for a dollar. When I go into 
a church I’m going in for souls. The 
Bible says that if you take care of 
my business I’|l take care of yours 
and whatever is right I'll pay. 


I’m faithful to Sunday School 
and prayer meeting. If anybody 
should be on time for prayer meet- 
ing it ought to be the evangelist. I 
don’t believe in teaching one thing 
and living another. I witness on the 
street. I still go to foreign countries 
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and work. I go to factories (and get 
donations of medicine and shoes) to 
carry to Haiti. 


According to Gardner, the field 
can get rough but it’s worth it. 
“When you're really sold out to God 
and don’t worry about what people 
are saying about you. Go on and 
work for God. And don’t ever try to 
trace down a lie because He said if 
I’m for you I’m more than the 
whole world against you. Many 
people talked about me and lied on 
me, being a single woman all these 
years. If you’re with a man you’re a 
whore; if you’re with a woman 
you're a lesbian.... but it doesn’t 
make any difference as long as God 
knows. Women, all you’ve got to 
do is live right. My favorite scrip- 
ture says that there is no good thing 
that He’ll withhold from those that 
walk upright.” Gardner credits her 
success to faith that God would 
keep His hand upon her life, 
remembering her mother’s instruc- 
tions, and knowing that storms 
come to make you strong. “See I’m 
like that bald eagle. What makes 
the bald eagle fly high is storms. So 
what has made my success is the 
storm.” 


A Profile of Madge 


Baptized by Bishop C.H. Mason in the 
early days of the church, Mother Madge 
Cyars has served the church in many 
areas. Among the offices she has held or 
currently holds are Chairperson of the 
Board of Directors and President of the 
Department of Women in her local 
church, District Missionary and she cur- 
rently serves as First Assistant Supervisor 
in Northeast Michigan where General 
Board member Bishop P.A. Brooks is 
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Prelate. A perfectionist and almost a 
workaholic she learned this: love and 
dedication to God should not preclude 
but should cultivate and transform your 
endeavors into a high degree of profes- 
sionalism. Among her many tasks on the 
national level, Mother Cyars serves the 
COGIC Women’s Department as the 
Director of Public Relations. Before 
moving to the Women's Department, for 
twenty-five years she held the position of 
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Secretary in the National Public 
Relations Department during Bishop 
L.H. Ford’s administration. 


Busy people always seem 
called upon to take up some task and 
Mother Cyars says that “I can’t remem- 
ber that date I was first appointed by 
Mother Bailey. However, I have been 
reappointed (to the national work) under 
each administration. Mother Mattie 
McGlothen saw that commitment and 
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St. J 


Bishop Samuel L. Green 
Pastor 


St. John's Church of God in Christ 


24/6 OrculiuU Avenue 
Newport News, VA 23607 


(Won. 200, Ol (om) esc0 O13 


Schedule of Services 


Sunday Sunday School 8:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:00 A.M. 
YPWVWV 6:00 PM. 
Evening Worship (EOI ZO. 


Monday Bible Study 7:30 PM. 


La te 


Tuesdc 


Friday Family Night 7:30 PM. 


VY Upper Room ESO IEIMAY 


9:00 A.M. Elder Dwight Green Mrs. Vivian F. Green 
Co-Pastor First Lady 


Visit our Website: 
http://www.culturalnet.org 


E-mail your prayer requests to: 
cultural@visi.net 


Elliott C. Sheppard, pastor of Midway Church of God in Christ and President of Pure Gold 
Records (Gospel music’s premier record label on the Internet), invites you to come by the 
Pure Gold’s booth at the 90th Holy Convocation. You may also visit Pure Gold Records’ 


website at www.elliottsheppard.com to download or order its latest release, “Christmas 


Afternoon”, an instrumental recording. For further information call 1-850-841-3330. 


Who is the COGIC Woman? 


‘ 


Mother Madge Cyars 
appointed her serve on the 1989 


COGIC Women’s 
Revisions Committee. 


Handbook 


It is not surprising that the stalwart 
warrior was chosen. She has a repu- 
tation throughout Michigan of being 
a woman who delivers. In 1953 she 
landed a job at the Michigan 
Chronicle and with two others, built 
the Classified Department from a 
“small basement operation to a thriv- 


ing component of the local Black 
press,” says June Brown of the 
Chronicle. “That smile?’ concludes 
Brown, “and her professionalism is 
SO precious and inspiring.” Her two 
sons, David and Martaez, watched 
their mom juggle career, church 
activities and family duties with such 
poise that they are yet inspired. 


All of her memories have not been 
pleasant. She recollects the time 
when blacks were not allowed to eat 
in Memphis area restaurants. 
Chosen as a member of Bishop 
Ford’s committee, she helped change 
public facility laws. 


Working for the church has been 
worth it. “My prayer has been, Lord, 
please help me so that I’ll be able to 
help others,” she explains. Many of 
Detroit’s leading citizens seem to 


think that God has answered her 
prayer. This energetic woman has 
counseled or mentored judges, pro- 
fessors and those aching for guidance 
from someone they can trust. 


All who know her agree in addi- 
tion to her hard working, nuts and 
bolts drive to achieve, Mother Cyars’ 
quick smile and bright outlook on life 
has touched their lives. She says that 
she has to stay active and presently 
serves in her neighborhood associa- 
tion and also serves on the Parent’s 
Advisory Board for the Board of 
Education, and on ad hoc commit- 
tees for special projects for the City of 


Detroit. Twi 
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Righteous Records 
a division of Roya’le Productions 
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RENTAL BUSES 
(NEW & USED) 


e 12 TO 38 ADULT CAPACITY 

¢ OvER 30 USED BUSES FOR SALE 
°WE BUY USED BUSES sat 
GUARANTEED BUY BACK PROGRA 


S CHampPpion 
cu MOTOR COACH INC. 


We build confidence. 


CARPENTER BUS 


SALES, Inc. 
P. O Box 2126 


BRENTWOOD, IN 37024-2126 


CALL | 
1-800-370-6180 | 


SEE OUR BUSES ON DISPLAY AT COOK 
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BY G.W. GOODSON 


The White House is a far cry 
from the tiny Lancaster High School 
where Omar Jahwar graduated in 
1990. Yet, when the 24 year old 
spoke before the Senate Select 
Committee on Gang Intervention, 
Congressman Henry Hyde, the 
Chairman of the House Committee 
stated “In my entire congressional 
career I have never had a more spiri- 
tual experience....” 


On a sultry Texas afternoon 
Evangelist Jahwar, the son of 
COGIC pastor, Superintendent 
Larry Jefferson and _ Rosetta 
Jefferson (Faith Memorial COGIC, 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, Prelate) 
spoke modestly of how God has 
allowed him to “stand before 
kings...” He won a Presidential 
Award for his work in gang inter- 
vention and Congressman Newt 
Gingrich, Speaker of the House, 
invited him for an hour long session 
in Washington, D.C. Texas 
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson cleared her calendar when 
Omar came to town. While meeting 
with her for two hours in her 
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Evangelist Jahwar of Dallas with Newt Gingrich 


In His Father’s Footsteps, COGIC Evangelist Omar Jahwar Takes 
Message of Gospel and Self Help from The Streets to The White House 


Washington office on what could be 
done to stem the tide of gang vio- 
lence, she also commended him for 
his work. 


Indeed, CNN took note, as did 
C-SPAN, Jet Magazine and the New 
York Times as this young warrior 
preaches the revolutionary message 
of Jesus Christ wherever he goes. 

The National Neighborhood 
Association noted his work and 
brought him to Washington, D.C. 
where he was awarded the 
Presidential Award for his work in 
gang intervention. When the Senate 
heard him speak, two months later 


he was invited to give testimony 


before the Senate Subcommittee on 
Gang Violence. 


Omar gives all the glory to God, 
the teaching of his parents and says 
simply that “God has validated me 
and given me a special anointing to 
at risk young men.” 


He made history when the State 
of Texas hired him as the first Gang 
Intervention Specialist. Their confi- 
dence in him did not prove fruitless. 
Erec Reaves was an angry gang 
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member who had been locked up in 
solitary confinement twenty times in 
his four years at the Texas Juvenile 
Youth Commission. He had assault- 
ed six or seven guards by the time 
Omar requested that the warden 
give him 30 days with him. “The 
Spirit led me to this young man. I 
asked the warden for 30 days and he 
gave me 90...Erec was on his way 
out of the Juvenile system.” 


The anointing destroyed the 
hate and Erec changed. He wanted 
to leave the gang but a hit was 
placed on his life. Omar, still oper- 
ating under the anointing and direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghost traveled to 
Fort Worth and requested a meeting 
with gang leaders. Omar’s slender 
body is animated and he gesticulates 
excitedly as he continues, “I asked 
that the hit be canceled and told 
them that Erec had some poten- 
tial...I know it was God because 
they released him.” Others would 
have been satisfied, but noting that 
the young man had a keen mind 
Omar pushed forward. “I requested 
time from my job, drove the young 
man to his home in D.C. and 
because we made sure he had his 
Continued on page 78 


Gentil Cane, Jr., of Nashville, 
has earned a full academic scholar- 
ship to pursue an engineering 
degree at one of America’s most 
prestigious universities: 
Northwestern in Evanston, Illinois. 
A third generation COGIC mem- 
ber, the eighteen year old Cane is 
the grandson of COGIC pioneer, 
the late Supt. David Cane, who pas- 
tored in Nashville for over 42 years. 
Young Cane’s father, Gentil, Sr., 
continues the legacy of his father as 
the pastor of Cane Tabernacle 
COGIC in that same city. 

A “Scholar’s Diploma” 
graduate from Martin Luther King 
Magnet School for Science and 
Engineering, Gentil, Jr., demon- 
strated his versatility throughout his 
high school career. He lettered in 
track as the team’s captain and co- 
most valuable player. An avid 
weight lifter and basketball buff, 
his academic prowess was revealed 
in his selection as a National Honor 
Society member. Additionally, he 
was a National Beta Club honoree, 
and an All-American Scholar and 
member of the Mu Alpha Theta 
Math Club. 

Beyond the scholarship 
from Northwestern, he is a National 
Merit award recipient; was named 
Who’s Who Among American High 
School students; and has been 
awarded two other academic schol- 
arships. 

Young Cane believes “God 
has allowed (him) to accomplish 
every success.” tai 
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NORTHWESTERN 


Gentil Cane of Nashville 


Pokus 


feria 
Scratch Cooking 


Liberal Portions and Fair 
Prices at Six Locations: 


2055 Exeter Rd. 


(Germantown) 


4996 Stage Rd. 


3425 Poplar Ave. 
1212 Southland Mall 
(Shelby Dr. &Elvis Presley Blvd) 


5272 Mt. Moriah View 


3968 Elvis Presley Blvd 
(Shelby Dr. & Elvis Presley Blvd) 


7355-3603 


377-2961 


324-6442 
346-5522 


794-8201 
398-5186 


AV/S 


The “We Try Harder” people of 
Memphis are proud to 


patronage 


be a part of The 1997 Memphis Corporate 
Salute to 


The Church of God in Christ 
We welcome and thank you for your 


YOUNG, GIFTED & PRESIDENTIAL AWARD WINNER 


equivalency certification, took the 
young man to Howard University to 
enroll him in college.” 


The two young men had no 
money but plenty of faith. “I was 
initially informed that since we had 
no money Erec could not be admit- 
ted. But somehow,” he said with a 
crooked grin, “I convinced them 
that they would not make a mistake 
by admitting Erec.” The handsome 
young man beams with pride as he 
explains “Erec is now in his second 
year at Howard and maintains a 3.9 
GPA.” 


Others have not been as fortu- 
nate. Last summer Omar had to 
preach the funeral of a 17 year old 
whose grandmother was COGIC. 
Dallas Police video cameras rolled 
steadily as hundreds of gang mem- 
bers entered the church wearing 
their colors (red, black, blue). 
Special units were dispatched in the 
tense atmosphere and stationed in 
the church. Omar knew that the 
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wrong word 
could mean a loss of another life and 
he allowed God to use him to speak 
directly to their pain. For a long 
time they sat stonefaced in the eerily 
quiet sanctuary whose silence was 
only broken by the soft cries of the 
mother. Then Omar asked the ques- 
tion “What is the price of your 
soul?” At the message end, police 
officers and with gang members, 
some with tears streaming down 
their faces, stood, clapping their 
hands with enthusiasm and 
approval. That was exactly the 


response he hoped for. “I am deter- . 


mined to make a difference in their 
lives through practical and positive 
motivating change.” 


Evangelist Jahwar wasn’t 
always so intent on positive change. 
Growing up, he was active in the 
church. However, because of a 
severe illness as a teen, his anger 
drove him to turn his back on God 
and his parent’s teaching which 
caused run ins with law enforce- 
ment officials. Maybe it was for the 


good because he now uses those 
experiences to relate to younger 
men. Saving youth drives 
Omar’s ministry of evangelism. 
He’s gone to Houston, Texas and 
met gang leaders on the street to 
advocate for young men. In San 
Antonio, Texas he organized a 
meeting with the Folk Nation 
gang. “In both instances the 
young men were released by the 
gang into my custody to give 
them another chance.” 


Omar is also a gifted singer 
and his new single, 
‘Revolution,’ is receiving 
increased airtime on local radio 
stations. A contemporary gospel 
crossover, Omar explains that “it 
urges individuals in all facets of 
society to get radically involved 
in the development of our 
youth.” 


Given the needs of young 
urban men and with the Award 
proceeds received in 

Washington Omar (the award car- 
ries up to mid five figures) estab- 
lished and _ seeded Vision 
Regeneration Inc. He states that 
VRI’s goals are to “systematically 
launch re-training and development 
programs to minister wholistically 
to young men” with the aim of pro- 
ducing good fathers, working citi- 
zens, etc. for a better America. 
Area businesses who have seen him 
on BET have also called to offer 
transportation and other items need- 
ed for the 501(c)(3) organization. 


It’s no surprise that during the 
revivals conducted by Evangelist 
Jahwar, the jaws of both the young 
and old drop as his wisdom, knowIl- 
edge of the word, insight into con- 
temporary issues, anointed music 
ministry and wit are used by God. 


Evangelist Jahwar can be reached 
through Vision Regeneration, 3822 
Boulder Drive, Dallas, Texas 75224 
or (214) 467-0232 

Tu 
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Santa Ana, California 


Since its beginning in 1947, the 
Gospel Light Church of God in 
Christ has had a tremendous impact 
on the lives of people in neighbor- 
ing communities and throughout a 
broad cross-section of Orange 
County, California. It’s history can 
be traced to a tract of land that was 
purchased by an Elder Hall. He 
built his home on a portion of the 
land. When the home was complet- 
ed he opened it up for church ser- 
vices. The church was organized 
there early in 1948, and it was there 
that worship services were held 
until the formal sanctuary was con- 
structed. To this day, the home 
Elder Hall built stands next door to 
the church. 


A period of transition began in 
IOS 3for Gospel Licht COGIC: 
Bishop S.M. Crouch (now deceased) 
appointed Elder Edward Jefferson 
as pastor after the resignation of 
Elder Hall. Elder Jefferson served 
as pastor from 1953 until 1964 
when Elder W. A . Alexander was 
appointed. 


The church’s vision and growth 
expanded under his leadership. The 
Gospel Light Family purchased a 
city block adjacent to the church 
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which encompassed a school. The 
school and church were extensively 
renovated, with the school renova- 
tion providing a Day Care Center 
badly needed by the community. 
Elder Alexander continued to work 
organizing new boards and min- 
istries. As aresult of his dedication, 


et ee \ 
eal OR as REE > NR HR NR 
A eae A Na SS \ 


cTtTT!) PORES PIE e eee 
SHEREREAL ANG 


i Hea ot tai 
rs spat > 


A 


he was consecrated as Bishop of the 
State of Montana. Bishop 
Alexander continued to work as an 
effective pastor until his death in 
May 1991. 


Elder Isaac Louis Patrick, a 
graduate of Zion Bible Institute- 


| Leadership Conference Meeting 


Pastor & Ms. Isaac Patrick 


East Providence, Rhode Island with 
additional studies at New Orleans 
Theological Seminary - New 
Orleans, Louisiana, was appointed 
pastor in December of 1991 by 
Bishop Charles E. Blake. The 
Gospel Light ministry has increased 
tremendously under the leadership 
of Pastor Patrick, crossing all racial 
and socioeconomic boundaries. 

As the former executive assistant 
to Bishop Charles Blake, Elder 
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Patrick came to Gospel Light with 
high commendations. His back- 
ground as a Pastor and Administrator, 
combined with his public relations 
skills (as Public Relations Director 
to the late Bishop J. O. Patterson, 
International Presiding Bishop - 
Church of God in Christ, and as for- 

Continued on page 82 
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Superintendent Charles 
Buchanan, Founder & Pastor 


“Christ in you, the Hope of 
Glory,” rings through the city of 
Mobile, Alabama as Showers of 
Blessings, Church of God in Christ 
proclaims victory to all the people 
of God. Showers of Blessings is a 
new and diverse ministry organized 
and pastored by Superintendent 
Charles Buchanan. Showers of 
Blessings is a Prophetic Ministry. 
This ministry, in its eight years, has 
attempted to meet the needs of the 
whole man through praise, worship, 
and sound biblical doctrine. 


This ministry was birthed 
through prayer, fasting and prophet- 
ic utterance. It is the desire of 
Showers of Blessings to be that 
place of refuge to those who so des- 
perately need the love of God and 
those who need to be restored to the 
body of Christ through the powerful 
Word of God and the testimonies of 
the Saints. Showers of Blessings is 
located 514 Telegraph Road, 
Mobile (Prichard) Alabama. It is a 
part of the Atmore District, COGIC 
and the Second Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of Alabama (Bishop W. 
S. Harris, jurisdictional prelate). 

Superintendent Charles 
Buchanan is a native of Pensacola, 
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Chat of God In Christ Yd 


obile, Alabama 


Florida. His parents are Mr. and 
Mrs. George Buchanan who raised 
him in the knowledge and power of 
Jesus Christ. He has been married 
22 years to the former Virginia 
Johnson. They are the parents of 
two lovely daughters, Tiffany and 
Erica. 


Superintendent Buchanan oper- 
ates in the office of a prophet and 
travels the country, motivating and 
inspiring those in need. He has a 
special burden for pastors and evan- 
gelists and is known for his work as 
a church masterbuilder. 


He has exposed the member- 
ship of Showers and the people of 
the Gulf Coast to many great evan- 
gelists, ministers and gospel artists. 
(Anointed men and women of God 
such as the late Mother Elsie I. 
Shaw, whose prayers and supplica- 
tions introduce the church’s radio 
broadcast ministry daily.) Another 
anointed prayer warrior, Frances 
Kelley, has come and blessed the 
women of the city as a guest for the 
local church’s Women’s Convention 
and City-Wide Prayer Crusade. 
Other guests include Elder Willie 
James Campbell, Pastor Brandon 
Porter, Dr. Bobby Henderson, 
Dorinda Clark Cole of the Clark 
Sisters, Timothy Wright, Murphy 
Pace, III, Ruby Terry, Trinity, 


Pastor & Mrs. Charles Buchanan 


Douglas Miller, Dorothy Norwood 
and many more. He is also supported 
by the Black Programmers of 
America Coalition over which Mrs. 
Irene Johnson-Ware serves as presi- 
dent. 

Showers of Blessings, is consid- 
ered a “House of Prayer” where 
prayer takes place daily at 12:00 
noon, and every Sunday morning at 
8:30 a.m. God has established many 
different ministries within Showers 
of Blessings over these eight years. 
One is the media ministry, which 
includes the Miracle Hour Prayerline 
Radio Broadcast and the Showers of 
Blessings Telecast. The radio broad- 
cast can be heard daily at 11:00 a.m. 
on WLVV 1410 AM and a telecast 
airs Sunday mornings at 7:30 on 
WHBR TY-33. These programs 


_ cover the entire Gulf Coast area, 


Alabama, Mississippi, Florida and 
Louisiana. Showers of Blessings is 
also blessed with the ministries of 
Women’s Outreach and an Audio and 
Video Ministry. The membership 
has increased to well over 200 mem- 
bers and their families. In 1998, the 
Vision continues, as they shall build a 
new edifice for the glory of God. 
When you visit the Gulf Coast - have 
a Showers of Blessings experience! 


Tu 
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“A Ministry of New Beginnings” 


The Greater Emmanuel Church 
of God in Christ was organized in 
1932 by the late Elder W. Skaggs. 
The church was then named Alger 
Street Church of God in Christ 
located at 935 Alger Street. In 
1939, Pastor Skaggs resigned as 
pastor. The State Overseer, Bishop 
I. W. Winans, appointed Elder 
Joseph Williams as pastor. Elder 
Williams experienced difficulty 
maintaining the large rental fee 
with the church’s small member- 
ship and decided to move the con- 
gregation into a house purchased 
for $1,500.00, located at 1180 
Alger Street. The house was 
remodeled and shaped into a serene 
place of worship. 


In 1950, Pastor Joseph 
Williams was tragically killed in a 
hit and run accident in the city of 
Pontiac, Michigan. Bishop C. L. 
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C/CREATER 


Mmanuel 


ETROIT,MICHIGAN 


Anderson, Sr., who succeeded the 
late overseer Winans, appointed the 
son of Elder Joseph Williams, Elder 
Herbert Williams, as pastor on 
November 21, 1950. 


Elder Joseph Williams took the 
leadership and immediately began 
to renovate the small church. He 
established a large sanctuary for the 
growing congregation, a group that 
soon grew from 30 members to well 
over 60. 


In 1963, the church, renamed 
Greater Emmanuel, purchased a 
beautiful church building from the 
Methodist Union of Greater 
Detroit, located at 67 Sturtevant in 
Highland Park, Michigan, for the 
sum of $17,500.00. On September 
18, 1969, the congregation joyfully 
burned the mortgage on the church. 


After having served the church 


for thirty-five years, Pastor 


J. Drew Sheard, Senior Pastor 


Williams, because of the heavy 
workload imposed upon him by his 
elevation to Bishop, resigned and 
appointed his son, Elder Reginald 
Williams, as pastor of Greater 
Emmanuel. Elder Reginald 
Williams continued to beautify the 
church on Sturtevant at Lincoln. 


Elder Reginald Williams, who, 
was at that time also the pastor of a 
church in Dennison, Texas, found 
this load increasingly difficult to 
endure and recommended to the 
bishop a very fine, capable, ener- 
getic, progressive and scholarly 
young man as his successor at 
Greater Emmanuel, the current pas- 
tor, J. Drew Sheard. 


Elder Sheard found a small 
group of faithful people at Greater 
Emmanuel and asked them to give 
him a chance to share the vision 
which God had given him. His very 
first service as pastor was attended 
by only eight people, but Elder 
Sheard preached as though the 
church was filled to capacity. 
Shortly after Elder Sheard’s 
appointment, the church began to 
thrive. Sometimes people were 
turned away because there was not 
enough room in the church sanctu- 
ary to seat them. People began 

Continued on page 84 
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Notes From 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 


Germany Jurisdiction 


1997 WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 


Is Winner of Convention Award 


“CORRECTION IN FIRST PLACE AWARD FOR COMPLIMENTS” 


We wish to offer an apology to Supervisor Stella Watson, Bishop Carlis Moody and the Jurisdiction of Germany 
for not receiving the First Place Award during the Women’s International Convention for the highest number of 
“compliments” in the Souvenir Journal. The Award was, in error, presented to someone else. 


On Women’s Day, during the Convocation, a correction will be made and the First Place Award for “compliments” 
will be presented to Supervisor Stella Watson and the Jurisdiction of Germany. 


Submitted by Mother Olive Brown 


Mother Willie M. Rivers Convention President 


Mother Irene Oakley Convention Secretary 


Tui 


Spreading The Light: Gospel Light COGIC 


mer liaison for Billy Graham 
Crusades to 1,000 Black churches in 
New York) enabled him to assume the 
challenge that was and is still before 
the Gospel Light COGIC. 


A visionary and innovative Bible 
teacher, Elder Patrick endeavors to 
faithfully execute his charge as a spir- 
itual leader. 


He reorganized the Gospel Light 
Day Care Center, established the 
Children’s Church, Christian 
Education, Youth Evangelism, and 
Institutional Ministries. On June 5, 
1995, Elder Isaac L. Patrick was 
appointed Superintendent of the 
Santa Ana District. As a result of this 
vision, Gospel Light COGIC relocat- 
ed to 3135 West Warner Avenue in 
Santa Ana, California so that they 
could continue to serve their growing 
family. 


Gospel Light COGIC’s clergy 
and leadership believe in a holistic 
approach, striving to provide ministry 
to all people, with worship services 
designed to meet the varying needs of 
a multi-ethnic congregation. 


Our focus and vision are to serve 
people by meeting their needs in 
offering a variety of ministries and 


services that reflect care, love, and 
compassion while sharing with those 
in our neighboring communities and 
throughout the world. 


The following ministries are the 
major components of Gospel Light’s 
church family: Mother’s Board, 
Hospitality, Children’s Ministry, 
Altar Workers Ministry, Deacon’s 
Wives, Special Events, Deacon 
Board, Ushers’ Board, Youth 
Department, Outreach Services, 
Sunday School, Tape & Sound 
Ministry, Women’s Council, Music 
Ministry, and Single Women’s 
Ministry. 


According to their mission state- 


ment, as they move towards the new 


millennium, Gospel Light Church of 
God in Christ is dedicated to serving 
God by providing opportunities to 
grow in faith and understand through 
joyful worship, biblical preaching, 
prayer, education and loving fellow- 
ship so that they may be instruments 
of God’s grace as they respond to the 
needs of people in their community 
and the world. 

For more information on Gospel 
Light Church of God in Christ call: 
714/979-5483. If you’re in the area 
tune into the Gospel Light Broadcast: 


FAITH AND TRUTH HOUR on 
KKLA 99.5 FM - Sundays at 10:00 


a.m. Tw 


Applebee's 


Neighborhood Grill & Bar 


10% off 


with this ad 


excludes alcoholic 
beverages, tax 
and gratuity. 


Eleven Memphis 
Area Locations 
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Patrick L Wooden, Sr. born and 
reared in Rockingham, NC, was 
touched and changed by the mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ at an early age. 
Pastor Wooden was called to preach 
the Gospel at age 16 under the tute- 
lage of Supt. James H. Turner. He 
began his pastoral ministry at age 
22, when he founded the Lighthouse 
COGIC in Candor, NC , which he 
pastored for 9 years. In 1987, 
Wooden was appointed to pastor the 
Upper Room Church of God in 
Christ in Raleigh, NC, after the 
death of his pastor and church 
founder, Supt. James H. Turner. 
Wooden untiringly preaches and 
teaches God’s Word and seeks God 
for direction concerning the church. 
Consequently, Upper Room has 
continued to grow with hundreds of 
souls being saved and delivered by 
the power of God. Upon his 
appointed the membership was 
approximately 150, it has now 
grown to more than 1,200 members. 


Upper Room is presently con- 
structing their second building pro- 
ject, a 2,000+ seating edifice sched- 
uled for completion in November, 
1997. It will also house a multi- 
purpose facility, recording studio 
for the recording mass choir, youth 
auxiliary wing, sound & video pro- 
duction, facility, banquet hall facili- 
ty, a fitness center, a church admin- 
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istrative wing, and a 150 
voice choir room and 
much more. 


Under Pastor Wood- 
en’s leadership many 
wholistic ministries 
have been established 
such as: Married Cou- 
ples Ministry; Covenant 
Care Ministry (for new 
members); B.I.N.D. 
Ministry (prison); Sin- 
gles & Single Parent’s 
Ministry; College Out- 
reach Ministry; My 
Brother’s Keeper (Male Mentoring 
Program); Wisdom In Motion (Girls 
Mentoring Program). Pastor Wood- 
en’s pride and joy is an 8 a.m. Sun- 
day Morning class that he teaches 
where he instills moral, financial, 
and spiritual excellence in the sin- 
gles & young adults of the church 
and community. (The class is 
packed every Sunday). Many phys- 
ical needs of the members and com- 
munity are also being met through 
such programs as “Feed The Hun- 
gry” which has fed thousands; as 
well as “Home & Foreign Missions” 
which helps with numerous needs. 


In August 1992, Wooden was 
appointed Superintendent of the 
Greater Central District by Bishop 
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Supt. & Mrs. Patrick L. Wooden, Sr. 


OPO. 


Mee. 


LeRoy J. Woolard, Jurisdictional 
Bishop of the Greater North Caroli- 
na Jurisdiction. He also serves as 
an Administrative Assistant to Bish- 
op Woolard. At the A.I.M. Conven- 
tion °97 in Charlotte, Supt. Wooden 
was the keynote speaker for the 
opening night, where he preached a 
powerful message entitled, “I’ve 
Got Help!” 

The Upper Room Church has a 
telecast viewed four (4) days a week 
on WFKT 40 and daily on the Cable 
Channel 10, as well as a radio broad- 
cast which airs twice daily on WCLY 
1550 AM, the #1 Gospel station in the 
Triangle. The atmosphere of Upper 
Room Church of God in Christ is 
explosive, inspiring, and filled with 
worship and praise to the God of the 
Continued on page 84 

83 


coming from everywhere. Souls 
were saved, bodies healed, and 
Greater Emmanuel began to experi- 
ence a higher anointing that encour- 
aged them to press forward. 


Pastor Sheard encouraged the 
members to begin a building fund 
project. During that time, the 
church purchased approximately 
37,000 square feet of land from the 
city of Highland Park with the pur- 
pose of building an edifice. Due to 
various obstacles, the church was 
denied the option to build on this 
land by the city. Apparently, God 


Upper Room 
Bible. The Word gpg 
of God is taught in ~ 
fullness and sim- 3. 
plicity, it’s a place ‘iim 
where God is exalt- 
ed, Jesus is Lord 
and the Holy Ghost 
is active. 


Finally, — the 
Upper Room 
Church of God in 
Christ is a church 
that revolves 
around two words, 
“God First.” Jesus 
said, “But seek ye 
first the kingdom 
of God and His 


Greater Emmanuel Temple 


had other plans for His servant. 
God directed Pastor Sheard to pur- 
sue a lead given him by Elder 
Marcus Ways concerning a facility 
occupied by the Urban Ministry 
Center. He did just that. 

In May of 1997, after many 
tests, trials and disappointments, 
Greater Emmanuel purchased a 
beautiful church located at 16776 
Southfield Drive in _ Detroit, 
Michigan, along with the house 
next door at 16757 Fenmore. The 
church was then renamed Greater 
Emmanuel Institutional Church of 
God in Christ. Greater Emmanuel 


now has a television ministry 
among a multitude of other min- 
istries of outreach. 


Married to Karen Clark of “The 
Clark Sisters,’ Sheard’s vision has 
led to the establishment of 
Emmanuel Community Services, a 
non-profit SOlc-3 organization. 
This program’s purpose is to assist 
individuals and families in the 
church and the community by pro- 
viding employment opportunities, 
training and seminars. Another arm 
of the church’s ministry is a full ser- 
vice daycare center named “Gentle 
Hands of Greater Emmanuel.” 


God’s anointing is truly on 
Pastor Sheard and the Greater 
Emmanuel Institutional Church of 
God In Christ as they prepare for 
the next move in His Will. Greater 
Emmanuel is only at this location 
for a short time. The prophecy has 
been given - the ministry of “new 
beginnings” is in Phase one of what 
God has for this church. 


OS 


righteousness and New Edifice Under Ge aoe Room COGIC, Raleigh: NC 


all these things shall 

be added unto you.” (Matt. 6:33). 
Pastor Wooden preaches that the key 
to fulfillment, happiness, joyfulness, 


and achievement is to live a life that 
puts “God First.” The ministry of the 
Upper Room COGIC seeks to reach Won To Win”. Twi 


more souls for Christ in this last and 
evil day for they know that “We Are 
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ALABAMA § 
(Prichard) 


CELEBRATES GOLDEN JUBILEE 


The Henderson/Henry District recently celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary. Three bishops have presided 
over the district: the late Bishop Riley F. Williams, the 
late Bishop C.A. Ashworth and present prelate, Bishop 
Oscar L. Meadows. State Supervisors have included 
the lates Mother Annie Key, Mother Minnie B. 
Hudmon, Mother Willie Tarver and current State 
Supervisor, Mother Mattie Taylor. 


Elder Solomon C. Smith serves as District 
Superintendent. Bishop Meadows presented members 
of the jurisdiction with two plaques listing each of the 
member churches, pastors, past leaders and the names 
of supporters who contributed $50 or more toward the 
celebration effort. One plaque will be displayed in the 
district’s mother church - Thomasville Church of God 
in Christ, pastored by Elder Jimmy Allen, and the other 
in The Whole Truth Church of God in Christ, pastored 
by Superintendent Smith. Henderson/Henry is a part of 
Alabama Jurisdiction Number One. 


COLORADO ** 
(Denver) ’ 


COGIC BUSINESSMAN LANDS RECORD 
$22 MILLION CONTRACT WITH 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


Vincent McDonald, president of Blackington & 
Decker Inc., a minority owned construction contracting 
firm, recently netted a $22 million dollar contract to 
build the National Water Quality Laboratory for the 
U.S. Geological Survey in Lakewood, Colorado. The 
contract, which could increase to $26.6 million, is the 
largest ever awarded to a minority-owned business in 
the six-state region of Montana, Utah, Wyoming, 
Colorado, and North and South Dakota. It is also the 
first time an entire construction project has been bid out 
to an 8a-certified contractor. The 8a program, which 
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assists businesses owned by minorities, women or dis- 
abled persons, has been under attack by Congress for 
the past two years. It was upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
Court as being legally sound. The company’s annual 
revenues average approximately $15 million. 


McDonald’s firm employs 25 - 30 people, including 
a full-time staff of 11, however, the 18 month-long pro- 
ject will employ some 300 carpentry and construction 
workers. The 145,000 square-foot facility is scheduled 
for completion in March 1999. Groundbreaking cere- 
monies were scheduled to be held on August 7. 
Blackington and Decker helped build the United 
Airlines cargo facility at Denver International Airport 
and an administration building at Lockheed Martin. 


McDonald serves as Head Deacon and a Sunday 
School teacher at Odom Memorial Church of God in 
Christ, Denver. He is the son of Bishop and Mrs. 
William McDonald of the Kansas East Jurisdiction. 
Says Reverend Wayne H. McDonald, Vincent’s pastor 
and brother, “God has richly smiled on this young man, 
the enemy tried to hinder, but the Lord sent His word 
“Ye Shall Recover All.’ In keeping with Presiding 
Bishop Owens’ Vision 2000, certainly Brother 
McDonald is a “Man of Distinction.’” 


FLORIDA 


COGIC MEMBER TOURS 
GHANA AND CHINA 


Dr. Frances Stallworth, an Associate Professor of 
English at Florida A & M University, toured Ghana, 
West Africa this summer, where she was honored by 
one of the chiefs of the Ashanti tribe. Dr. Stallworth 
assisted an Ashanti village in obtaining a health care 
facility. 


After returning from Ghana, Dr. Stallworth will 
serve as an exchange teacher in inland China at the 
Dalian University of English and Foreign Languages. 
She will teach African American literature and thesis 
writing. The year long assignment is expense free. 


Dr. Stallworth serves as Chairperson of the 
Mothers’ Board, Trustee Board member and Minister of 
Music under her pastor Bishop Elbert Sheppard. She 
and husband Deacon Theotis Stallworth, are the parents 
of three children. 
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Saints of God 


I sing a song of the Saints of God... 
patient and brave and true, 


Who toiled and fought and lived and died 


for the Lord they loved and knew. 


And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 


and one was a shepherdess on the green: 


They were all of them Saints of God — and I mean, 


God helping, to be one too. 


They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, 


and his love, made them strong. 


And they followed the right for Jesus’ sake 


the whole of their good lives long. 


And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, 


and one was slain by a fierce wild beast: 


And there’s not any reason — no, not the least — 


why I shouldn’t be one too. 


They lived not only in ages past, 


there are hundreds of thousands still, 


The world is bright with the joyous saints 


who love to do Jesus’ will. 


You can meet them in school or in lanes, or at sea, 


in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea. 
For the Saints of God are just folks like me, 


and I mean to be one too. 


John Henry Hopkins, 1940 
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LOUISIANA 
(Franklinton; New Orleans) 


THE MILLER SISTERS RELEASE 
DEBUT GOSPEL ALBUM 


Mrs. Faye Miller proudly announces that her 
daughters have been blessed to release their debut 
Gospel album. “Oh How You Must Love Us” is now 
available thru the nationally known Christian literature 
and supplies chain, Baptist Bookstore. The six women, 
known as the Miller Sisters, are: Shirlene Miller 
Warren, Stella Miller Dixon, Cynthia Miller Tate. 
Jackie Miller Wilson, Catherine Miller Davis and 
Gwendolyn Miller Dyson. 


86 


Members of Victory Temple Church of God in 
Christ, the sisters were inspired to sing by their mother 
and her sisters who had also sung gospel music. 


MISSISSIPPI 
(Jackson) 


LIBERAL TRINITY TO BUILD 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMPLEX 


The Liberty Trinity Development Foundation, Inc. 
plans to build a senior citizens’ complex. The founda- 
tion will raise $100,000 of the funds needed through 
pledges. Bishop Hollis Musgrove, pastor of Liberal 
Trinity COGIC and president of the foundation, has 
asked saints to make a personal commitment of at least 
$100 each year for three years. 


The Foundation held its Second Annual Luncheon 
for the Senior Citizen Complex on August 30. Bishop 
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Saints of God 


I sing a song of the Saints of God... 
patient and brave and true, 
Who toiled and fought and lived and died 
for the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
and one was a shepherdess on the green: 
_ They were all of them Sa 
God helping. 


They loved their I 

and his love, m 

And they followed ti 

the whole of the 

And one was a soldie 
and one was slain t 

And there’s not any reas 
why I shoulc 


They lived not 
there are hundred 
The world is bright 
whhel———= 

You can meet them in sc 
in chureh, of 9 (a Oe 
For the Saints of Goc 


and I mean 


John Henry Hopkins. 


PO BOX 3364 
MEMPHIS TN 38173-0364 


hole Truth 
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LOUISIANA 
(Franklinton; New Orleans) 


THE MILLER SISTERS REI 
DEBUT GOSPEL ALBUM 


Mrs. Faye Miller proudly ai 
daughters have been blessed to 1 
Gospel album. “Oh How You Mu: 
available thru the nationally known 
and supplies chain, Baptist Booksto 
known as the Miller Sisters, are 
Warren, Stella Miller Dixon, Cynthia Miller Tate. 
Jackie Miller Wilson, Catherine Miller Davis and The Foundation held its Second Annual Luncheon 
Gwendolyn Miller Dyson. for the Senior Citizen Complex on August 30. Bishop 
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P.A. Brooks served as keynote speaker for the event. 
(Bishop Brooks, Secretary for the General Board and 
Prelate of the Michigan Northeast Jurisdiction, is the 
founder and developer of the 67-unit Faith Manor 
Senior Citizen Complex in Detroit, Michigan.) 

The luncheon was held in the General Purpose 
Room of the Jacob L. Reddix Campus Union on the 
Jackson State University Campus. 


Persons who wish to make tax-deductible contribu- 
tions to the building foundation may send them to: 


Liberal Trinity Development Foundation, Inc. 
725 West Northside Drive 
Jackson, MS 39206. 


Checks should be made payable to the Liberal 
Trinity Development Foundation. 


OHIO 
(Toledo) 


LATTER RAIN CELE- 
BRATES 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Latter Rain Ministries of Toledo celebrated its 20th 
Anniversary, this fall, at the Seagate Convention Center. 
Latter Rain Ministries founder, Bishop William James, 
was honored during the celebration. Special guests 
included Evangelist Jackie McCullough, Reverend 
Donnie McClurkin, Pastor Nathan Simmons, Prophet 
Todd Hall and Evangelist Fred Williams. Special music 
was rendered by Evangelist Nancy Wilson and Diane 
Franklin McMillan. The 20th Anniversary Latter Rain 
Celebration Banquet at the Radisson highlighted the 
impact of the ministry. 


Other conference speakers were Bishop William 
James, Founder of Latter Rain Ministries; Bishop Bernard 
Jordan, Zoe Ministries, Brooklyn, New York; and Dr. 
Mildred Harris, God First Ministries, Chicago, Illinois. 


TENNESSEE 
(Chattanooga) 


BISHOP J. M. SCOTT HONORED 
WITH INAUGURAL CELEBRATION 


Bishop J. M. Scott, Sr. was recently honored with 
an inaugural celebration, held at the Marriott Hotel, in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Guest speaker for the occa- 
sion was Bishop P.A. Brooks, Secretary of the General 
Board of the Church of God in Christ. 
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Bishop Scott serves as prelate of the Tennessee 
Eastern Second Jurisdiction. Born November 29, 1933 
in Madison County, Mississippi, he was the sixth of ten 
children born to the union of the Elder Matthew Scott 
and Mrs. Ethel M. Scott. 


In 1948, Scott was saved and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. He acknowledged his call to the ministry and 
was ordained in 1952. 


Four years later, Bishop Scott was led to relocate to 
Chattanooga, TN, where Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr., 
appointed him as pastor of Holy Temple Church of God 
in Christ, where he continues to serve. Bishop Scott has 
also pastored in Cleveland, TN (for eight years); served 
as State Sunday School Superintendent (under the late 
Bishop Audley King); and as a District Superintendent 
under Bishops King, W. L. Porter, and H. Jenkins Bell. 


Bishop Scott and his wife, the former Virginia 
Washington, are the parents of four children: Elder 
James Jr.; Mark; Zenobia; and Lotneice. 


TEXAS 
(Mt. Pleasant) 


La’ Keita Walker 


TEXAS NORTHEAST III JURISDICTION 
MAKES HISTORY WITH THE FIRST ANNUAL 
F. W. SMITH SCHOLARSHIP FINE ARTS BAN- 

QUET 


The Titus County Civic Center in Mt. Pleasant, 
Texas, was the setting for the First Annual Bishop F. W. 
Smith Scholarship Fine Arts Banquet, held during the 
7th Annual Holy Convocation of Texas Northeast III 
Jurisdiction. Contestant participation was open to all 
graduating high school seniors and the following six 
finalists were selected from many gifted young people. 


Jerrod Jackson, Sulphur Springs, co-authored and 
recited Being Overlooked, an inspirational poem. 


Stephanie Ross, Texarkana, rendered a soul-stirring 


rendition, His Eye Is On The Sparrow, which she 
claimed as her personal testimony. 
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Vernard Love, Karnack, wrote an original essay, 
The History of the COGIC and What We Believe. His 
personal testimony moved many to tears as he related 
being told as a child as child that he would never walk. 
Recalling the agony of having to be carried around as a 
child, the high school sports star gave God the glory for 
his healing and deliverance. 


Uganda Henry, Mt. Pleasant, recited The Shepherd, 
an inspirational poem. 


Jeana Iglehart, Dallas, an accomplished cellist, per- 
formed Vivaldi’s Sonata No. 3 (second movement). 


La’Keita Walker, Gladewater, gave a clarinet solo - 
Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto - “Adagio”. 


Bishop Frank Walter Smith, Jr., Jurisdictional 
Prelate, established the Scholarship Fund in 1991. To 
date, more than 100 scholarships have been awarded. It 
is a future objective of the Scholarship Committee to 
provide full, 4-year scholarships to qualifying students. 


WISCONSIN 
(Milwaukee) 


BISHOP J. C. WILLIAMS CELEBRATES 
SOTH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY 


Bishop J. C. Williams, pastor and founder of Holy 
Tabernacle - Williams Temple, Milwaukee, recently cel- 
ebrated his 50th Pastoral Anniversary. General Board 
Member and Prelate of the Western New York 
Jurisdiction, Bishop Leroy Anderson, was the guest 
speaker at the Golden Jubilee Banquet held at the 
Milwaukee Hilton on June 7th. Dr. Grady G. Johnson 
served as guest speaker at the Homecoming service held 
on June 8th. Dr. Johnson was one of the first ten pastors 
to emerge from the Williams Temple ministry. 


Special guests included Bishop & Mrs. Cody 
Marshall of Illinois, Bishop Aldolphus Allen of the 
Northwest Wisconsin Jurisdiction, Supervisor Artaska 
King of the Wisconsin Third Jurisdiction and National 
Evangelist Mary Benjamin of New York. 
Congratulatory messages were sent from Presiding 
Bishop Chandler David Owens, President Bill Clinton, 
and a host of other well-wishers from across the coun- 
try. 


The second of 11 children born to the union of 
Chester and Demmie Williams of Huntingdon, 
Tennessee, Bishop Williams has served as Prelate of 
Wisconsin Third for more than twenty years. He and his 
wife, the late Mother Ruth Williams founded Holy 
Tabernacle in their home in 1947. Following her death 
in 1964, Bishop Williams married Mother Millie Sue 
Ezell. Together they labored in the ministry, bringing 
Holy Tabernacle to its present location at 2753 North 
Teutonia Avenue, where it became Williams Temple. 


Bishop Williams has also served as YPWW 
President, Sunday School Superintendent, and for 12 
years as an Administrative Assistant. He founded the 
J.C. Williams Scholarship Fund which has provided 
thousands of dollars for many college-bound young 


adults. Twi 
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Dear Sir: 

Thank you very much for your excellent production of The Whole Truth Magazine. It is really first class, 
and has really taken its place among the religious periodicals of the world. Thanks also for prompt delivery. 
Elder Aaron T. Godrey of Chicago, IL 


Dear Sir: 
I am enjoying The Whole Truth magazine very much. It is very professional. God Bless you. 
Jimmie A. Reynolds of New Haven, CT 


Dr. Britton: 

My family has been a part of the Church of God in Christ for better than 50 years. We are saluting our leaders 
and our heritage on our 100th birthday. The new format of The Whole Truth is also a befitting salute to our 
Centennial of accomplishments. Keep up the great work! 

Dennis Sealy - L.A. 


Dear Sirs: 

Please continue your outstanding feature called ‘The Healthy Temple.’ It is very informative. Last issue’s article 
on naturopathic medicine was a little complicated for the layman reader, but it was a very important piece. 
Florida reader. 


Dear Mr. Editor: 

Thanks for the beautiful cover & story (July-August edition) of a beautiful woman of God, Mother Elsie Shaw. 
Enough said! We will miss her! 

Ann Holman - Detroit 


Dear Elder Britton: : 

Could you do more articles on our youth? They seem to be a missing piece in your wonderfully designed maga- 
zine. 

Paul for PA 


Editor’ s note: 

Many people have expressed this concern. In this issue we are featuring two tremendous COGIC youth: an 18 
year old who has won a 4 year scholarship to one of America’s top colleges and a 24 year old dynamic preacher 
who recently won a Presidential award. Readers are encouraged to submit articles on our youth and their 
achievements. Keep us informed. We will attempt to spread the news. 


Dear Sirs: 

God bless our Presiding Bishop, who recognized that our church is a first class organization that deserves a first 
class publication The Whole Truth Magazine. Charisma publishers often reflect their respect for our church with 
articles about COGIC. But nobody knows us like us. 


I would like see more editorials about us from you or other staff members. 
COGIC in California 


Editor's note: 

I appreciate your letter very much. However, one of the primary goals of the magazine as revealed tn our 
Mission statement is “to communicate the program of the national church.’ Therefore, as editor, I attempt to only 
report, write, and select articles that are factual and informative in content. Editorials are often personal opin- 
ions and subjective perspectives; therefore, they often do not really conform to the mission of a denomination’ s 


official communiqué. 
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Will fou Pray With Me? 


PROPHET JOE HARGO 
.... Could you not watch with me one hour” Matthew 26:40 


Dear Friend and Partner: 


It’s Harvest Time! Fruits are collected as harvest of God’s bountiful blessings! I am witnessing the 
harvest of souls and prosperity for people as I’ve been traveling for Jesus. God has spoken to me clearly; 
He said, “Son, go home and enter my new season with prayer, and I will give thee directions for those that 


will join in prayer with you.” 


God spoke to me audibly, and with such a sense of great urgency! I insist that you set aside some 


praying time. Could you not pray with me? 


Good ‘old -fashioned’ prayer must be put into practice now! Prayer is the only positive vehicle for 
necessary change. Situations are bad. Crack heads are cracking up; abuse, misuse, corruption and confu- 
sion abound; banks are going belly-up; and, compassion for the needy is all washed up in Washington. 


We are in the midst of dishonesty, disrespect, and, for many, total despair. Could you not pray with me? 


Listen... churches are still being torched and the people of God - Missionaries, Teachers and 
Preachers - are being tortured for Christ. Would you not pray with me?...For our homes, our schools, our 
children? Remember prayer still changes things! Prayer moves mountains, and prayer opens doors. Let 
us PUSH, PRAY-UNTIL-SOMETHING-HAPPENS. Lets PULL, PRAY-UNTIL-LOCKS-LOOSE. If 


you will join me in prayer, stand with me in this season of prayer. Fill out the form below. 


New Years! New Years! New Years! God has given me a powerful, powerhouse revelation for New 
Years! I will be going into Prayer and Fasting December 30 and 31. I will not eat until one minute after 
midnight on January 1, 1998. The revelation is this: “God will open the gate in 98. So pray with me 
and fast with me and I guarantee—as God speaks concerning you Physically, Spiritually and Financially, 


God will open the gate in ’98.” 


Let me pray with you! Please send this form to me right away with your prayer request. 
Name 
Address 
City Zip Code 


Phone Number 


THE WORLD 
FASTEST PAL 
JKILLER!!! | 


job « on my a ritic back and! B sulder J ust by 
the area of pain, relief was instantaneous. It is 
uct I fully endorse... It made me so happy to be pain irec. 


¢ Painful Tendons. _ ¢ Bursitis 
¢ Stiffness of Joints ¢ Corns & Bunions 
¢ Sore Muscles ¢ Arthritis 
‘Swollen Limbs ¢-Rheumatism | 
¢ Back & Body Aches ¢ Physical Therapy 


¢ Bruises, Sprains & Strains + Night-time Restlessness 
¢ Muscle Cramps 
¢ Pulled MUSCIES pt 


¢ Ingrown Toe-nails ¢ Shin Splints” 


Studies show Balsamanol™ is unig leas a pain 
__ killer, not only dogs it relieve pain fa ter than any 
other pain reliever, it also promotes faster healing! 


JNEIMITED MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Buy 2 AND GET/ONESFREE + S/H $4.00 : 
CALL Toit FREE 888-718-2100 | 


Att Masor CREDIT CARDS * CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS 
MAKE CHECK & M@NEY ORDER PAYABLE TO 
°. wAVE. + ee TN 38107 


HC9601 
HC9602 


HC9603 


HC9604 


HC9605 


HC9606 


HC9607 


HC9608 
HC9609 
HC9610 
HC 
HC9612 


HCS$613 
HC9614 


Monday Night 
Tuesday Morning 


Tuesday Afternoon 


Pre-Musical 

Prayer 

Mother Elsie Shaw 
"The Necessity of Vision” 
Bishop Bryant 


Tuesday Night "God the Same Yesterday & Forever 
Bishop Samuel L. Green, Jr. 
"The Fourth Anointed" 
Elder A.D. Knight 
Wednesday Morning Prayer 
Mother Elsie Shaw 
Wednesday Afternoon “Half Answer for Whole Problem" 
Bishop R.L. Winbush 
Wednesday Night "The Power of a Holy Church" 
Bishop L.E. Willis 
"He's a God of Your Valley” 
Eld. Marvin McDaniel 
Thursday Morning Prayer 
Mother Elsie Shaw 
Thursday Afternoon “The Battle is Not Yours" 
Bishop Ithiel Clemmoens 
Thursday Night Bishop G.E. Patterson 
Bishop W. Porter 
Friday Morning Prayer 
Evangelist Maria Gardner 
Women's Day "Three Words: Speak--Hear--Wrath" 
Mother Emma Crouch 
Men's Day — Dr. Eugene Overstreet 
Women's Consecreation Service 


Friday Night 


Bishop Charles Blake 


(757) 245-7200 
2416 Deut Avenue * Newport News, VA. 23607 


US 
19.95 


24,95 


ASS 


15 


24.95 


27.95 


19.95 


24.95 


2995 


iy 


24.95 


24.95 


moon 


COLBERTS 
_welcomes the 
+: women of 


Shop Colberts for unique apparel in 
sizes 6 to 26. Plus coats, furs, shoes, hats 
and accessories, and the individualized service you 
deserve. Over 600 designer hats have just arrived! 
Colberts is a store with a look more expressive, more 


important, more right for you. It’s your look. 


CHV EMto 


Saturday, Nov. 8t 
*Joan Golden, WLOK personality, 
broadcasting live from |2-3 p.m. 
eb. michael, New York hat designer, personal 
appearance, presenting his exciting new fall 
collection from|2-4 p.m. 


vA 
pe 


COLBERTS 
it your Take 


The Newest Performer 


From America’s Premier 
Touring Company 


MIDSOUTH CADILLAC. 


CREATING A HIGHER STANDARD, 


Bud Davis Cadillac * Cadillac of Memphis 


